
Scouts to bridge global 
distance at JOTA event 

Area radio clubs will host a one-day 
Jamboree-on-the-Air (JOTA) activity on 
October 17 at Camp Tuscazoar. The event 
joins millions of Scouts globally to 
communicate, share cultures, and build 
friendships using amateur radio and the 
internet. Youth will operate real radio 
equipment to talk with Scouts and licensed 
operators across the nation and worldwide. 

Sponsored by the World Organization of 
the Scout Movement (WOSM), JOTA-JOTI 
is the world’s largest digital and radio 
Scouting event. The program empowers 
young people to learn about 
communication technology while fostering 
a sense of global inclusion. 

No registration is required. Leaders will 
receive an itinerary when they check in for 
the weekend. 

Camp to host Ohio Open 
Doors events, Sept. 12, 19 

This year marks the 250th anniversary of the United States. To 
celebrate, Ohio Open Doors will host 250+ events in 2026, with at 
least one event in each of Ohio’s 88 counties. Camp Tuscazoar will 
participate as well, hosting guided hikes Sept. 12 and guided hikes 
plus an Open House at historic Hoover Lodge on Sept. 19. 

Camp Tuscazoar offers nearly 800 acres of thick forests, 
picturesque ravines and gentle valleys. These hills contain many 
tales of Native Americans, Ohio pioneers and the hearty campers 
who established the camp more than 100 years ago. For 65 years, 
the camp was owned by the Boy Scouts. Whether it was planting 
trees, digging a ditch or painting buildings, they left a permanent 
mark of their presence. The Ohio Open Doors events will explore 
this history in greater detail. 

A short hike will begin at the W.C. Moorhead Museum at 12:30 
p.m. and visit Toms’ Chapel, the stockade entrance, Hoover Lodge 
and its amphitheater, with an option to hike to Pioneer Point. 

A two-hour hike will also depart from the museum at noon, with 
stops at the stockade, Hoover Lodge, and Tom’s Chapel and on to 
Pioneer Point. Hikers will then descend the hill past Chief Deaver’s 
Cabin and the old dining hall site, through the tunnel to the lower 
RR bed for a hike to the Zoarville Station Bridge. Hikers will return 
through Old Campsite and the original Troop 5 Cabin site, ascend to 
the new Troop 5 Cabin and then arrive at Central Camp. 

Participants should be prepared for natural terrain, uneven 
surfaces, and elevation changes on the advanced hike. Comfortable 
walking shoes are recommended. 

If you prefer a less strenuous experience, be sure to visit the 
Hoover Lodge Open House on September 19, where you can 
explore one of Camp Tuscazoar's most historic buildings. 

For more information, visit https://tuscazoar.org/events/open-
doors/. To register for this event, please email us at: 
info@tuscazoar.org.  Be sure to include your name, the date and 
event you want to attend, and how many will be attending. 
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The Richard W. Belcher Memorial Lodge received new siding 
this spring. Our thanks to the Moomaw Foundation and the 
Hoover Foundation, along with a few private donors, for enabling 
us to complete this project!   



Tuscazoar events, programs and activities 
For reservations or additional information, contact Camp Tuscazoar at 330-859-2288 

 

It may not be Stonehenge, Pompeii, or Aztec pyramids, or 
even Ohio’s Great Circle Earthworks, but for about 150 youth 
and 70 adults, the former location of Long Lodge at Camp 
Tuscazoar allowed archaeology to come alive during the 2026 
Dover Dam Weekend. In groups of three to five, they searched 
methodically through the dirt to recover and analyze a century of 
scouting history. Leading this effort, while teaching about the 
proper steps and equipment was scout and local archeologist 
Patrick Carbon. Twenty-three troops from five councils rotated 
into the dig, each getting time to search for history. 

The scouts also spent time in historic Zoar, and at Fort 
Laurens, Ohio’s only Revolutionary War fort. Douglas Angeloni 
has participated in digs for decades adding much to the historical 
record. He presented in the fort’s museum on prior work done to 
better understand the life and death of soldiers garrisoned there. 
In nearby Stone Shelter, Paul Wischt and Michael Miller set up 
displays highlighting the artifacts that they have either found, 
collected, or re-created. They also demonstrated the ancient 
craft of flint knapping. Lead Fort Laurens archeologist Jonathan 
Brewster from the Ohio History Connection was in the Wood 
Shelter sharing his knowledge on the importance of finding, 
respecting, and analyzing what is found. 

Historic Zoar collaborated with the camp to 
provide access to the fort and aided in 
managing the fort locations, so scouts were 
not disturbed. They also provided use of the 
Schoolhouse in Zoar for a presentation on 
the history of the village by Bruce Barth, a 
longtime scouter and active Zoar volunteer 
frequently seen baking bread in the village’s 
hearth oven. 

The weekend included those elements that 
have made Dover Dam weekend an annual 
tradition. The Army Corp of Engineers 
conducted tours of Dover Dam. The kitchen 
volunteers fed over 250 hungry campers with 
a delicious dinner. Most scouts ended their 
Saturday by joining the skull session testing 
each other over what they learned, while 
receiving treats celebrating their efforts. A 
traditional campfire with skits and songs 
concluded the day.  

 

 
 

Scouts dig through history at 2026 
Dover Dam Weekend, May 1-3 
 

Led by local archaeologist Patrick Carbon, Scouts 
methodically search to recover artifacts from Camp Tuscazoar’s 
past at the former Long Lodge site. Long Lodge, which sat near 
the present-day Old Campsite, was built in the 1920’s thanks to 
a donation from Frank Hoover. It served as the camp’s 
administrative building. In the 1930’s, Long Lodge was 
expanded and became the camp’s dining hall. 

Scouts learn about the history of Fort 
Laurens and artifacts that have been found 
there during past archaeological digs.  



Cases of tick-borne 
illness rise in Ohio 
By Kathryn Smith 

Tick encounters resulting in ER visits are at a ten-year high. 
The most concerning tick is the black-legged tick, which is 
responsible for Lyme Disease, Anaplasmosis, and Babesiosis.  
More alarming is the fact that 40 cases of Lyme in 2010 
increased to 415 in 2020 and multiplied to 2,647 in 2025.  Of 
those 2,647 cases, 179 were in Tuscarawas County.  There 
were 35 Ohio cases of Anaplasmosis and 2 cases of Babesiosis. 
My friend’s dog was recently diagnosed with Anaplasmosis. As 
of June, my vet has posted 65 cases of Lyme, 1 Ehrlichiosis, and 
50 Anaplasmosis. 

Ticks happily infect dogs, horses, and humans. In 2025, these 
equal opportunity arachnids have caused Lyme disease in humans 
ages 1 to 95. Though not as infamous as the black-legged tick, the 
American dog tick caused 22 cases of Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever in Ohio last year, and the lone star tick caused 29 cases of 
Ehrlichiosis.  And don’t dismiss mosquitos! There were 45 human 
and 13 equine cases of West Nile virus in Ohio in 2025. Thirteen 
mosquito pools in Tuscarawas County tested positive for West 
Nile.  Another virus spread by mosquitos is the La Crosse virus, 
which infected 52 people last year. 

Prevention is the best defense, but if you do find a tick attached 
to your body, know the process for removing it without squeezing 
its body. There is a Tick Bite Guide on the CDC website that will 
answer most questions you might have. Visit https://www.cdc.gov/ 
ticks/communication-resources/tick-bite-bot-1.html 

According to a recent Weather Channel Morning Brief, your 
phone’s weather app can be a useful prevention tool. Ticks can’t 
drink water; they absorb it from the air through their outer shell.  At 
82% relative humidity and above, ticks become active hunters. 
Their activity starts around 45oF and peaks near 77oF. Humidity 
below 82% and temperatures above 86 degrees will send them 
deeper into leaf litter and vegetation. Ticks will eventually die from 
dehydration during extended hot and dry periods with low 
humidity. Your most dangerous weather, then, is after summer 
rains and days when it’s between 70 to 80oF with high humidity.  

Here’s a corny thought: “If it’s overcast and muggy, stay in your 
buggy.  If it’s hot, dry, and sunny, walk in the woods with your 
honey.” (And always stay in the center of the trails). 

 

Stock up on syrup at 
summer farmers markets 

Our Maple Syrup remains extremely popular, and we’ve enjoyed 
brisk sales at local Farmers Markets this summer. We hope you 
will come visit the markets in Dover at the Tuscarawas 
Fairgrounds on Wednesday afternoons from 3 to 7 p.m. through 
mid-October or the Farmers Market at the Jackson Township 
North Park in Canton on Thursdays in July and August from 3 to 6 
p.m. It’s fun to meet and greet friends. 

Stark County 
OHC hosts trail 
workday at camp 

On May 3, the Stark County Chapter of the 
Ohio Horseman's Council (OHC) hosted a 
trail workday at Camp Tuscazoar to maintain 
the camp horse trails and the horse 
campground at the Preserve. We would like 
to extend a sincere thank you to the  
20+ volunteers - including hikers, runners, 
and equestrians - who assisted in these 
efforts. Special thanks to Harold Prunty, CTF 
director and trail committee lead, for 
organizing the workday teams. Trails were 
cleared and signage was added and 
replaced. Ann Prunty and Joellen Reicosky 
organized food for the work teams. Food was 
provided by the Stark OHC and members.   

To ensure the trails remain clear between 
scheduled work parties, the Buckeye Trail 
Riders is sponsoring the Adopt-A-Trail 
program, which includes prizes for 
participating teams. For a map of Camp 
Tuscazoar’s horse trails, visit 
https://tuscazoar.org/wp-content/uploads/ 
2021/07/2021-horse-trails.pdf. 

As a reminder, please sign in and out 
whenever you are working on the trails. 
Additionally, please submit your completed 
trail work hours to Barb Harding. 

 
 

Volunteers pause for lunch during the 
Stark County OHC workday on May 3. 
Thanks to Ann and Joellen for getting and 
setting up the food.  



Annual meeting 
to be held Oct. 4 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s 
Annual Meeting will be held October 4 at the 
camp. Foundation members will elect four 
members to our Board of Directors. We will 
also recap the many positive 
accomplishments at camp during the 
previous 12 months. The meeting begins at 
1 p.m. and is typically held in the Kimble 
Dining Hall. We hope to see you there. 

Candidates sought 
for CTF board 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation Board 
of Directors is seeking nominations of 
qualified candidates interested in serving on 
our board. Elections will take place at our 
Annual Meeting on Oct. 4 at the camp.  

Eligibility: 

1. Be recommended for office by the 
nominating committee. 

2. Annual dues are paid, and full accounting 
of monies from CTF events has been 
completed with the treasurer. 

3. Be an active CTF member for at least 1 
year prior to the annual meeting. 

4. Express a willingness to serve, if elected. 
5. Subject to a background check if needed. 

Expectations: 

1. Attend monthly meetings scheduled on the 
first Sunday of each month (unless 
otherwise noted). 

2. Be willing to assist and volunteer at camp 
events such as the Pig Roast, Maple Days, 
and other events that benefit the camp. 

3. Ability to work as a team on committees 
such as Finance, Nominations, Museum, 
and others that benefit the camp. 

If you are interested in running for the CTF 
board or know someone that would be 
interested, please email resumes to 
pscaltman@yahoo.com with “CTF BOARD 
resume” in the subject line or mail to: 

Camp Tuscazoar Nominations Committee 
P.O. Box 308 
Zoarville, OH 44656 

The deadline is August 15. Contact Chris 
Altman at pscaltman@yahoo.com or 330-
410-4625 with questions or nominations. 

Thanks to this incredible crew that came out to the River 
Sweep in May. Because of their hard work, a stretch of the 
Tuscarawas River is officially cleaner, safer, and more beautiful! 

River Sweep volunteers 
clean up tires, trash  

Camp Tuscazoar's annual River Sweep on June 6 was another 
success despite hot temperatures, tropical humidity, and a few 
encounters with stinging nettle plants. Volunteers split into two 
teams, working toward Dover Dam and the Zoarville Station Bridge 
to collect litter along the Tuscarawas River. 

This year's cleanup removed three tires and approximately 16–
18 bags of trash. Organizers were encouraged to see noticeably 
less litter than in previous years, reflecting the success of this 
annual conservation effort. During the first River Sweep, volunteers 
collected nearly 960 pounds of trash and debris. 

Two area Scout troops, mountain bikers, hikers, Camp 
Tuscazoar board members, and other community volunteers 
participated, including volunteers from as far away as Mentor, Ohio. 

Before the cleanup, Kathy Smith of Thrivent Financial Services 
presented a Tick Talk and provided tick safety kits. Volunteers 
returned to the Dining Hall just before a torrential downpour to enjoy 
lunch prepared by Mike Mosser, with doughnuts provided by 
Barbara Harding. 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help preserve the 
beauty of the Tuscarawas River. We're also exploring a future 
water-based River Sweep and would love to hear from anyone 
interested in participating. 



 
Join fall “Big Give 
Back” campaign  

Last fall, thanks to your efforts, Camp 
Tuscazoar won a $10,000 Thrivent “Big Give 
Back” grant. We’ll have another opportunity 
this fall for our supporters to rally and help 
Camp Tuscazoar. We have applied to be a 
part of this year's “Big Give Back” from the 
Thrivent Member Network. We need 
everyone to participate in the online voting 
process on October 11-17. Your vote counts 
and can certainly make a difference. Please 
visit https://tuscazoar.org/biggiveback/ for 
info on how to vote. Together, we can keep 
the spirit burning now and into the future! 

 

 

 
 
 

Buckeye Trail 
Riders adopt trails 

Buckeye Trail Riders created an Adopt-A-
Trail program at camp this year to help keep 
the horse/hike trails well maintained. 

More than 300 riders enjoyed the trails last 
year and we received compliments on how 
well marked and maintained they are. But it 
takes a village to keep the trails safe, 
particularly with the amount of rain and wind 
we have had this year. We had many 
volunteers step up and adopt a trail: 

 Rattlesnake: Jennifer Henry, Laura Aventino 
 Tall Trees: Laurie Ramey 
 Upper Eagle: Ann Prunty, Kelly Bischel 
 Tulip connector: Valerie Stroh-Kline, Kelly 

Bischel 
 Big Tulip: Harold Prunty, Valerie Stroh-Kline 
 Dessecker: Theresa Hepner, Ron Smith 

We still need volunteers for Pioneer Point 
and Blacksnake. Our volunteer mowers are 
Jennifer Henry, Todd Bischel and Harold 
Prunty. Harold, our trail master, coordinates 
the work parties and chain saw workdays. 

Buckeye Trail Riders gave out fun Trail 
Riding Survival gift bags to our volunteers. If 
you would like to volunteer, contact Barbara 
Harding at rockinhorse00797@yahoo.com. 

 

Zanesville Skate, a Mormon boys’ youth group, recently stained 
the porch and rails at Belcher Lodge for a service project (above 
and at right). Using 12 gallons of stain, they turned the old, gray 
wood into a brighter, more colorful brown. Thanks for your efforts! 
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Coming Events: 
Sept. 12 & 13 Pig Roast Weekend 
Sept. 25-27 Veterans Weekend 
Oct. 4 CTF Annual Meeting 
Oct. 10 Spooktoberfest 
Oct. 16-18 Fall MB Workshop 

 

Preparations underway for 
our third Veterans Weekend 

Come enjoy the outdoor experience (hiking, biking, and camping) 
while joining in fellowship with other Veterans at our third annual 
Veterans Weekend, September 25-27 at Camp Tuscazoar. There is 
no charge for Veterans. Tentative programming to include flag 
raising, pledge, presentations from trail user groups, planned hikes 
to key points in camp, history presentation, evening campfire, 
meals and much more! Veterans’ assistance resources are 
available. We are seeking sponsors and vendors for this event as 
well. For more information: 

 Online: https://tuscazoar.org/events/veterans/ 

 Call Chris at 330.410.4625 

 Email: secretary@tuscazoar.org 
(please put Veterans Weekend in the subject line) 


