
Adaptive mountain 
biking at Tuscazoar? 

A few CTF board members recently met 
with regional organizations via Google 
Meet to discuss bringing opportunities for 
paralyzed and special needs athletes to 
Camp Tuscazoar. The discussion was 
organized by members of the Adaptive 
Sports Connection, the Ohio Department 
of Natural Resources, and Columbus 
Mountain Biking Organization (COMBO). 

Adaptive Mountain Biking (aMTB) 
provides paralyzed individuals a way to 
enjoy the natural terrain and beauty of 
nature in a fun, competitive and 
challenging way.  Adaptive Sports 
Connection of Powell, Ohio sets up 
programming for adaptive adult and youth 
sports including warrior sports, kayaking, 
skiing, fishing, basketball, cycling and 
summer camps for youth. They also assist 
those athletes in acquiring the necessary 
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All are invited to Maple 
Days, March 28 & 29 

In a few short weeks, the smell of pancakes and sausage will waft 
through central camp, and the sounds of happy diners will echo 
through the woods at Camp Tuscazoar. Yes, it’s time for our annual 
Maple Days breakfast! On Saturday, March 28 and Sunday, March 
29, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., we will serve up lots of pancakes, 
sausage, eggs and applesauce to our hungry guests. 

We are proud to say that we continue to go “green” with this 
event. Meals will be served on a “compostable” plate that you can 
use to dine with us in Kimble Hall or at our picnic tables outside. We 
will also have compostable take home boxes available if you prefer 
to take your meal home to enjoy. As always, we will have 
transportation to and from the parking lot for our guests.  

Presale tickets are $10 ($5 for kids ten and under). Tickets will 
also be available at the door for $12 ($6 for kids 10 and under). 
Tickets have been mailed to our members but if you wish to 
purchase at the presale price, you can also contact the camp at 330-
859-2288 or email info@tuscazoar.org. You can also purchase 
tickets online at https://givebutter.com/MapleDays. See you then! 

 

Dover Dam Weekend 2026: 
Archaeology…you can dig it! 
 “Archaeologists are detectives who study how  
people lived in the past. They figure out what  
happened, when, how, and why. Using the  
clues that people left behind, they try to  
understand how and why human culture has  
changed through time.” 

Scouts will learn how these history detectives 
figure all that out at our annual Dover Dam Weekend, 
May 1-3 as we offer Archaeology Merit Badge. With guidance, 
scouts will learn about techniques and tools used to “transport” back 
in time, to try to see what it was really like. Scouts will learn about 
real archaeological sites and may get to hold real artifacts 
discovered at real “digs.” Expect a tour of the Fort Laurens site, 
Ohio’s only Revolutionary War fort, along with its museum and best 
of all, an active archeological dig. Learn about nearby historic Zoar. 

The weekend should also include a chance to tour a real dam! 
Throw in a commemorative patch, a great dinner Saturday night, 
and an old-fashioned campfire and it makes for one great weekend. 
The cost is $25 per participant for all attending youth & adults). 

Pre-registration is required for both camping & program! For 
camping info & reservations, visit https://tuscazoar.org/reservations/ 

For program info & pre-registration, check the camp website at 
https://tuscazoar.org/events/ddw/ or email 
camptuscddd@gmail.com. The preregistration form will be posted 
no later than March 1, 2026. In prior Archaeology MB weekends, the 
event reached capacity and registration had to close, so make your 
plans, and get ready to sign up so your scouts can dig it!  
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equipment to participate in the adaptive 
sport. COMBO consulted Adaptive 
Sports Connection in 2024 when they 
expanded their Alum Creek trail system 
to include an adaptive Mountain Bike 
friendly section and are currently 
working in partnership to host regularly 
scheduled events in which they promote 
the sport to paralyzed athletes.   

Adaptive mountain bikes are three-
wheeled or four-wheeled “bikes”, can be 
either foot pedal or hand-crank 
powered, and may require e-motor 
assist. They are wider and often lower 
and longer than traditional mountain 
bikes, which may require minor trail 
modifications.     

The meeting gained an enthusiastic 
tone when CTF board members 
described our “East Side Trails” loops 
and how they might be conducive to 
offering a beginner’s loop option, an 
intermediate loop, and an advanced 
loop option no longer than 3 miles in 
length for aMTB progression.  Only 
three locations in Ohio are declared 
adaptive Mountain Bike friendly. 
Developing the East Side trails to be 
aMTB-friendly trails could offer the only 
location in northern Ohio for hosting 
events and could also be one of the 
best progression-friendly options for 
developing new and younger para-
athletes. There is also interest in 
collaborating with our Veteran’s 
Weekend retreat to offer additional 
sports-related outlets such as 
aKayaking and paddling along with 
aMTBing, and possibly others.   

We are seeking grants to assist with 
the proposed trail modifications and 
updated facilities on the East Side trails.  
You can pledge your support for such 
projects through the website 
https://tuscazoar.org/membership/ 

And for Trails project information, visit 
https://givebutter.com/camp-tuscazoar-
foundation-mtb-trailfund 

Stay tuned for more updates in this 
exciting development.   

Volunteers needed for 
River Sweep on June 6 
By Barbara Harding, River Sweep Chairperson 
 

Our fourth River Sweep at Camp Tuscazoar will be Saturday, 
June 6 at 10 a.m. Donuts and refreshments will be provided. 

What is the River Sweep? We hike or are transported down to 
the banks of the Tuscarawas River and clear debris and invasive 
Garlic Mustard from our beautiful river. Be prepared by wearing 
long pants, boots you can tuck your pants into, and work gloves. 
Ticks might be bad along the river so we will have tick spray for 
you. We will clear the 1.5 miles from the Zoarville Station Bridge to 
Dover Dam, with guidance from scout leaders and Camp 
Tuscazoar Foundation staff. 

It's amazing the amount of trash and debris that gets carried 
down the river and our mission is to be good stewards of our 
beautiful Tuscarawas River.  

After the trash is collected and transported back to camp, a 
hearty meal will be provided. Last year we saw a lot of families with 
their children and Scout troops participating in the River Sweep. 
Everyone enjoyed a day of working together and cleaning the 
banks of our beautiful Tuscarawas River. 

If you are interested in attending, please contact Barbara 
Harding at info@tuscazoar.org.  More details to follow online and 
on Facebook.  Let’s keep the spirit burning!” 

Tuscazoar events, programs and activities 
For reservations or additional information, contact Camp Tuscazoar at 330-859-2288 

 

Thank you, Buckeye Council! 

In 2025, Buckeye Council, BSA commemorated 100 years of the 
Pipestone camp honors program with a special five-piece patch set. 
Each patch paid tribute to a place and time including two scenes 
from Camp Tuscazoar, where it all began. At our Gold Rush 
Weekend, Buckeye Council Scout Executive and CEO Nathan 
Hopper and his team delivered a $2,500 check to the Camp 
Tuscazoar Foundation representing a portion of proceeds from 
those patches. Thank you, Buckeye Council! 

___________________________________________________ 



Patrols brave frigid temps 
during annual Gold Rush  
By Spenser Long 

The Gold Rush has ended for another year. This year’s event 
was a great event, even though we had low temperatures and a 
snowstorm on its way. With the impending snowstorm, we were 
monitoring the progress all weekend. Due to the cold 
temperatures, we made some adjustments to the schedule and 
decided to cook all three meals in the dining hall. We also made 
provisions on the trail to have a campfire burning at all 8 stations 
and in all the buildings during the event.  

Thanks to Jim Wright and his crew for doing the cooking again 
this year. It is appreciated very much. They did an amazing job 
with breakfast, lunch, and dinner. I would also like to thank all the 
youth and leaders that camped out for the weekend to participate, 
as well as the staff that helped me put on the Gold Rush.  

This year’s theme was America’s 250th anniversary, from 1776 
to Y2k and beyond. Each station was planned around a different 
era of American history from the War of 1812 and the 
bombardment of Fort McHenry to the founding of the national 
parks system and the burning of the Cuyahoga River. We tried to 
pick events in American history that were off the beaten path.   

 I would also like to extend my appreciation to Venture Crew 
1944 and Jim Cassler who performed World War II reenactments, 
and to Diana Gatz and her group, The National Living History and 
Rendezvous Foundation, who reenacted early American history. I 
had these two groups come in to set up static displays to replace 
the regular Gold Rush rubbings.  

Due to the forecasted weather this year we had a low number of 
patrols participate in the event at 13 patrols. The patrols that did 
make it to the event worked hard all day to get their score. At the 
end of the race, we had clear winners. Third place went to The 
Chipotle Patrol from Troop 1012. Second place went to the Stinky 
Patrol from Troop 1127, and the first-place winner was the A-Team 
Patrol from Troop 1035. 

The next morning, after everything wrapped up, my staff and I 
woke up to almost 7.5 inches of snow on the railings of upper 
Belcher Lodge. It ended as up as a great event. 

Camp Endowment 
Fund Update 

This column is intended to keep 
everyone updated as this fund 
increases.  

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s 
Endowment Fund is administered by 
the Stark Community Foundation in 
Canton and was established in 2011.  
This fund was created by the board as 
a place to deposit funds for the 
purpose of protecting the camp, 
helping to ensure that it will always be 
a wonderful green space for the 
thousands of campers and visitors that 
use it every year. 

Each edition of the Breeze will list 
those donors who believe in the 
mission of the Foundation to maintain, 
operate and perpetuate the camp for 
the benefit, pleasure and enjoyment of 
the outdoor experience. We are 
grateful for these gifts. 

Fred Day - Life Membership 

Shaun M. McCaulley -  
Life Membership 

Daniel T McCaulley -  
Life membership 

Valerie E Sponseller -  
Life Membership 

Keith Williams - Life Membership 

CTF - 10% of Pig Roast Fundraiser 

Jay Fisher - Life Membership 

Christine Powell - Donation 

CTF - 10% of Fall Merit Badge 

Corey Brinton - Life Membership 

Bronwyn S Schlegel and  
Kenneth Schlegel - Donation 

Robert Beach - Life Membership 

Glen Groh - Donation 

Tripathy Family - Donation 

Barnhouse Family – Donation 
 
To learn more about the Camp 

Tuscazoar Endowment Fund, and how 
to make a contribution that will last a 
lifetime, visit our website at 
https://tuscazoar.org/donations/. 

The hills at Camp Tuscazoar seemed much steeper as patrols 
pushed their sleds through ice and snow during the Gold Rush. 



FUNduro Series 
to return in 2026 

The Tuscazoar FUNduro race will return to 
Camp Tuscazoar in 2026 after a year off due 
to re-organization within Columbus Mountain 
Bike Organization (COMBO) and ongoing trail 
projects last summer. The FUNduro Race 
Series is COMBO's premier Enduro race 
series and the ONLY one of its kind in Ohio. 

The FUNduro takes the best of our local 
downhill trails, adds a pinch of cross country 
and mixes in a lot of technical trail riding into 
one fun race. Unlike cross country racing, an 
enduro mountain bike race only times racers 
for the downhill stages and not the climbing or 
transfer stages. It helps level the playing field 
and makes things more interesting. 

The Tuscazoar  
FUNduro is  
scheduled for  
Sunday July 19  
from 11 a.m. to  
3 p.m. All ages  
and skill levels are  
welcome. Register  
to try your hand at  
few timed downhill  
stages or just come out and support your 
favorite local racer.   

More information and registration can be 
found at https://www.combomtb.com/races. 

To support Camp Tuscazoar’s trail building 
efforts, please go to: https://givebutter.com/ 
tuscazoarmtbtrailfund. 

 
 

Camp to host Ohio Open 
Doors events, Sept. 12, 19 
By Darryl Hancock, CTF Board Member 

Camp Tuscazoar Foundation members are planning events 
for participation in this year’s Ohio Open Doors in September.   
Ohio Open Doors, scheduled to be September 10-20, 2026, is a 
statewide event promoted by Ohio History Connection and 
partnered with America 250-Ohio, Heritage Ohio, Ohio Local 
History Alliance, Ohio Museums Association, Ohio Travel 
Association and Tourism Ohio “to inspire communities to 
appreciate and love their historic buildings and sites and see 
them as worthy of preservation,” said Andy Verhoff, of the State 
Historic Preservation Offices of Ohio History Connection in a 
recent informational webinar. 

“Ohio Open Doors is a celebration of historic preservation and 
local history,” Verhoff stated, “where participants host one-of-a-
kind history and preservation events centered around historic 
buildings, sites and places in your community, for your 
community and out-of-town visitors to enjoy.”   

Camp Tuscazoar will hold events on two consecutive 
Saturdays, Sept 12 and Sept 19 from noon to 2:30 p.m.  
Members of the planning committee will be hosting history-
packed “guided hikes” featuring the camp and its historical sites, 
such as the Zoarville Station Bridge and the W.C. Moorhead 
Museum.  On the second weekend, we will add an “open house” 
in Hoover Lodge. Hikes will be organized and launched from the 
museum and are designed for any level of participation, ranging 
from a leisurely 45 min tour around the immediate main camp to 
an advanced 2-hour hike following the trail to Pioneer Point, the 
tunnel and the lower railway to the historic Zoarville Station 
Bridge, a landmark on the Ohio registry. The Sept 19 event will 
add an “open house” to historic Hoover Lodge giving visitors an 
opportunity to experience the lodge’s mystique intimately and 
learn about its rich history from CTF members.   

A full schedule of the events and sign-ups for the “guided 
hikes” will be available in the next issue of the Breeze as well as 
on the camp’s website, https://tuscazoar.org.  Once we register, 
we will also appear on the schedule of all events across Ohio on 
the www.Ohiohistory.org/opendoors website. Stay tuned for 
further details. Contact Darryl Hancock, CTF Secretary at 
secretary@tuscazoar.org if you would like to assist in the 
presentation of this exciting and unique way of shining a 
spotlight on our beloved camp.  

 

Stock up on syrup at 
summer farmers markets 

Our Maple Syrup remains extremely popular, and we enjoyed 
brisk sales at local Farmers Markets this past summer. We hope 
you will come visit the markets in Dover at the Tuscarawas 
Fairgrounds on Wednesday afternoons from 3 to 7 p.m. or the 
Farmers Market at the Jackson Township North Park in Canton 
on Thursdays in July and August from 3 to 6 p.m. We always 
enjoy the company! 

 

Thrivent Choice 
supports CTF  

Camp Tuscazoar Foundation is listed 
as a qualifying charity with Thrivent and 
we receive donations from several 
members who have Thrivent Choice 
Dollars. Thrivent Choice enables 
members to have a financial impact on 
the causes and nonprofits they care 
about. Eligible members can recommend 
where Thrivent distributes a portion of its 
charitable funding. This election must be 
made by March 31. For more information, 
visit https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-
offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html. 

 



Join the 2026 Tuscazoar 
Composite Team 

The Tuscazoar Composite Team invites local mountain bikers in 
grades 5-12 to join our team. The team will welcome student 
athletes from any school (or home school) in the area. Our team 
philosophy is fun first, and our central goal is for students to 
develop a strong body, mind and character through mountain 
biking. There are no tryouts, and everyone rides no matter his or 
her ability and skill level. Tuscazoar Composite competes in cross-
country style racing, based on National Interscholastic Cycling 
League standards (www.nationalmtb.org), and races in the Ohio 
NICA Cycling League. Coaches and ride leaders receive 
background checks and are trained per NICA standards in 
concussion awareness, risk management and first aid. We now 
have 27 athletes and 11 certified coaches on the team. 

Practices: Four per week. Beginning in July, two weekly 
practices will be held at Camp Tuscazoar. Each rider will also do 
two rides weekly on their own beginning in July. When the trails 
are wet, we will ride on public roads around the camp for practice. 

Fees: Each student pays a $155 NICA Administrative and 
Insurance fee plus $50 a race. The past three years, we paid for all 
race fees and jerseys thanks to our generous sponsors. 

Equipment: Riders must maintain their mountain bike and wear 
helmets and closed-toe shoes. Gloves and sunglasses are strongly 
recommended. Riders must bring a cycling water bottle that fits in 
a cage on the bike or a Camelback to all practices. Riders are 
encouraged to establish a relationship with a local bike shop for 
tune ups, equipment maintenance and questions. The Ohio 
League has scholarships available for equipment, racing and fees. 

Racing: The season includes five races with the last race and 
State Championship held at Camp Tuscazoar. Racing is optional 
but encouraged! Race distances vary from around 5 to 15 miles 
based on age group. Parents and students are responsible for 
providing transportation to and from races. Many families and 
coaches camp on site at the races, held mid-August through mid-
November. Locations and dates will be announced.  

Questions? Please do not hesitate to reach out to the coach if 
you need help finding a bike, have questions about the team, or if 
costs associated with the program or equipment are unaffordable. 
We think everyone who wants to ride deserves a chance to 
participate! For more info, visit https://tuscazoar.org/news/tzc/. 

Head Coach: Denny Simon – dsimon@tuscazoar.org 
 

Yoga weekend 
coming June 6-7 

Join certified instructors Shay Baker and 
Turra Gorman for a rejuvenating weekend 
of yoga and mindful movement surrounded 
by the natural beauty of Camp Tuscazoar.  

Begin with a peaceful sunrise yoga 
session, welcoming the day with a gentle, 
beginner-friendly flow. Then, choose your 
own adventure - go for a hike, bring your 
mountain bike to explore the trails, or simply 
relax and enjoy nature. As the sun sets, 
we’ll come together for a calming evening 
wind-down yoga practice to close the day. 

WHEN 

Saturday & Sunday | June 6-7, 2026 

WHAT 

 Sunrise Yoga: 7:30-8:30 a.m. 

 Hike, Bike & Relax: Open, self-guided 
activities throughout Saturday 

 Evening Yoga: 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

CAMPING 

Dispersed camping is available in the 
Preserve area Friday evening to Sunday 
morning. Note: Camping fees apply (see 
reservations online). If starting a campfire, a 
fire ring or solo stove must be used. 

COST 

Free to attend yoga session, with 
donations warmly appreciated. A QR code 
will be available, and all donations will 
support the Camp Tuscazoar general fund. 

WEATHER NOTE 

If the weekend forecast calls for 
consistent rain, the event will be canceled. 

No registration is needed. Just come and 
join us for a weekend of movement, 
community, and fresh air. We look forward 
to sharing time - and yoga - with you!   

 

Memberships due 
Membership donations were due last 

October. Because Camp Tuscazoar relies 
solely on camping fees, memberships, 
fundraisers, and donations, please consider 
supporting us through your donation. For a 
link to join or renew your membership 
online, visit: http://tuscazoar.org/ 
membership/. 

 

 

The 2025 Camp Tuscazoar Composite Team (TZC).   
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Coming Events:  
March 28 & 29 Tuscazoar Maple Days 
May 1-3 Dover Dam Weekend 
June 6 River Sweep 
June 6-7 Yoga Weekend 
June 27 Reign of Pain MTB Race 
July 19 FUNduro Race 
Sept. 12 & 13 Pig Roast Weekend 
Sept. 25-27 Veterans Weekend 
Oct. 10 Spooktoberfest 
Oct. 16-18 Fall MB Workshop 

 

Preparations underway for 
our third Veterans Weekend 

Come enjoy the outdoor experience (hiking, biking, and camping) 
while joining in fellowship with other Veterans at our third annual 
Veterans Weekend, September 25-27 at Camp Tuscazoar. There is 
no charge for Veterans. Tentative programming to include flag 
raising, pledge, presentations from trail user groups, planned hikes 
to key points in camp, history presentation, evening campfire, 
meals and much more!  Veterans assistance resources are 
available. We are seeking sponsors and vendors for this event as 
well. For more information: 

 Online: https://tuscazoar.org/events/veterans/ 

 Call Chris at 330.410.4625 

 Email: secretary@tuscazoar.org 
(please put Veterans Weekend in the subject line) 


