CAMP
TUSCAZOAR

Foundation elects
directors, officers

At the Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s
annual meeting in early October, the
following individuals were elected to join
the Board of Directors:

Richard Angeli

Shawn Hassig

Kenny Kocarek
Jim Wright

We are also pleased to announce the
results of the recent election of officers
who will lead this group:

President - Sean Harris

Vice President - Kenny Kocarek
Secretary — Darryl Hancock
Treasurer - Tony Miller

We welcome our new board members

and officers who will help keep us keep the

camp moving forward!
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Gold Rush competition
scheduled for Jan. 23-25

By Spenser Long

Hello everyone. This year’'s Gold Rush is just around the corner,
and my team and | have been working diligently to get the event put
together. The Gold Rush will be held January 23-25, 2026.

The Gold Rush is a timed event where patrols compete in a race
that tests their skills, knowledge, and teamwork, doing various
activities at stations along a course. These stations test a variety of
skills that are covered in scouting; from astronomy to tracking
animals, and even the knowledge of woods tools. Each patrol is 6 to
10 scouts. The patrol must use teamwork to pull a Klondike style
sled from station to station where not only their knowledge is tested,
but their skills as well. This event is open to all youth organizations.
While we have primarily promoted it to Scouting America, we will
welcome any youth group that would like to give it a try.

This year for the trailside lunch, we are going to try something
new. The required meal has always been a hot meal cooked in a pot
with a meat and two vegetables. This year, the patrol must use
chicken as the meat and onion and celery as the vegetables.

Two years ago, | was asked if | had a theme for this year. At the
time, | did not, but | was asked to create a theme based around the
Semiquincentennial, the 250th anniversary of the United States. We
will start at the beginning of American history and run through Y2K
and beyond looking into the future of the country.

We are again asking each troop to donate a $25 to $30 item for
the auction after the race. We ask that these items be something
other than food. We will provide the food items. Auction items can
be turned in at the dining hall on Friday night or Saturday morning.

The event will include a camp patch, breakfast and dinner on
Saturday, a campfire program, awards, auction and all the Saturday
activities. The cost is $30 per attendee.

An equipment list, registration form, and the event schedule will
be posted on the camp’s website soon. For questions and/or
concerns, please email info@tuscazoar.org or call 330-859-2288.
As always, it's not who finishes first but who finishes fastest!

Camp Tuscazoar wins $10,000
Thrivent “Big Give Back” grant

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation was recently selected to
participate in the Thrivent Big Give Back Project. More than 100
various nonprofit organizations applied for this community grant and
Camp Tuscazoar was one of five finalists. Each of the finalists then
solicited email votes in mid-October. Camp Tuscazoar received
almost 700 votes and will receive the top prize of $10,000 from the
Thrivent Member Network—Ohio Valley Region. The Board of
Directors is now considering the best use of these funds. There are
many projects on the horizon that could use a boost from this gift.

We would like to sincerely thank all of you who voted for the camp
and let you know that we are very grateful for your support! Thanks
to your efforts, the camp we love will benefit from this donation.




Tuscazoar events, programs and activities

For reservations or additional information, contact Camp Tuscazoar at 330-859-2288

This Cub Pack from Rootstown participated in the Jamboree On
The Air (JOTA) event at camp on October 18.

Scouts participate in JOTA

Two area radio clubs were represented at Camp Tuscazoar
during the annual Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) event on October
18. The third weekend in October marks the date of this worldwide
Scouting activity. Local amateur radio operators cooperate with
Scout units to enable them to communicate with similar groups
around the world.

At Camp Tuscazoar, Mike Mossor of the Tuscarawas Amateur
Radio club and Dale Lamm of the Canton club set up two small
demonstration stations on Saturday. We hosted visiting Packs and
Troop members the entire day. We communicated with other
Scouters stateside that morning.

Participation in this international event satisfies requirement 7E
for the Citizenship in the World merit badge. Some concepts were
also illustrated which aligned with the Wilderness Survival merit
badge being taught the same weekend. The young Scouts got a
kick out of turning the crank on a WW-2 "lifeboat radio", a device
used by crashed airmen to call for help.

Maple Days set for March 28, 29

Our annual Maple Days pancake breakfast is set for Saturday,
March 28 and Sunday, March 29 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Join us for a
warm meal of pancakes, sausage, eggs, applesauce, and orange
drink. We can also prepare “Gluten Free” pancakes. Tickets are
$10 for adults and $5 for kids ten and under and will be mailed to
Foundation members and will also be available at the door for $12
and $6. Get yours ahead of time and save!

This will be our thirteenth year to participate in the Ohio Maple
Madness tour which brings in folks from all over northeast Ohio.

This is an important fundraiser. Join us and enjoy a wonderful
breakfast in return. To purchase tickets in advance, email the
“Pancake Hotline” at and we’ll hold your tickets for you.

Project roundup

Camp Tuscazoar represented at
Conservation Celebration

On August 2, board member Alan
Volkert represented CTF at the Stark Soil &
Water Conservation District’s 75th
Anniversary community birthday party. We
were invited to join in the celebration
alongside other outdoor recreation
organizations such as Stark Parks, The
Wilderness Center, Stark County
Beekeepers Association, Western Reserve
Land Conservancy District, Ohio
Department of Natural Resources Division
of Wildlife, and others. The event was a
great opportunity to showcase our ongoing
efforts to preserve “Ohio’s Most Historic
Camp” for future generations. Many event
goers shared stories of visiting Camp
Tuscazoar as a youth, and all were ecstatic
to hear that we are still open to the public
and “Keeping the Spirit Burning”.
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Camp Tuscazoar seeks your artistic
abilities for America250 celebration

We have been invited to share in the
America250 Celebration next summer
along with other state and local outdoor
recreation organizations. We would like to
offer a commemorative patch from CTF for
the occasion. Design a US 250 patch with
a Camp Tuscazoar scene for the US 250
Celebration and see your design come to
life in patch form. Submission deadline is
Maple Days 2026.

See “Project roundup”...Page 3




Join the Tuscazoar
Composite Team in 2026

Attention Student Athlete Mountain Bikers: The

Tuscazoar Composite Team invites local boys and girls in
grades 5-12 to join our team. Student athletes from any
area school (or home school) are welcome. Our team
philosophy is fun first, and our central goal is for students
to develop a strong body, mind and character through
mountain biking. There are no tryouts, and everyone
rides no matter the ability or skill level. We compete in
cross-country style racing, based on National
Interscholastic Cycling League standards and races in
the Ohio NICA Cycling League. Coaches and ride
leaders receive background checks and training per NICA
standards in concussion awareness, risk management
and first aid. We now have 27 athletes and 11 certified
coaches on the team.

Practices are held four times per week; two at Camp
Tuscazoar and two on their own, beginning in July. When
the trails are too wet, we will ride on the public roads
around the camp for practice.

Each student pays $155 NICA Administrative and
Insurance fee plus roughly $50 a race. In 2023, 2024
and 2025 we were able to pay all race fees and
jerseys thanks to our generous sponsors.

Riders must have their own mountain bike and wear
helmets and closed-toe shoes. Protective gloves and
sunglasses are strongly recommended. Riders must bring
their own cycling water bottle that fits in a cage on the
bike or a Camelback to all practices. Each rider is
responsible for maintaining their own mountain bike. We
encourage riders to establish a relationship with a local
bike shop for bike tune-ups, equipment maintenance. The
Ohio League has scholarships available for equipment,
racing, and team fees.

The season typically includes five races, with the last
race and State Championship held at Camp Tuscazoar.
Racing is optional but encouraged. Race distances vary
from 5 to 15 miles based on age group. Parents and
students are responsible for providing transportation to
and from all races. For more info, visit
https://tuscazoar.org/news/tzc/. You can contact head
coach Denny Simon at dsimon@tuscazoar.org.

Project Roundup

...from Page 1
Trail Committee re-established in November

Camp Tuscazoar welcomes the return of the Trail
Committee; this group is tasked with making joint
decisions across the major use groups for trail
design and development, hazard mitigation, and
routine maintenance with safety and conservation as
our paramount goals. To have your concerns heard,
email info@tuscazoar.org with the subject line as
Trail Issue to reach the committee members.

Ongoing Eagle Scout project at Pioneer Point

Visitors may notice that the CAMP TUSCAZOAR
rocks at Pioneer Point have been restored with a
fresh coat of paint. Other accomplishments include
vegetation control, sapling removal, hazardous tree
removal by Sean Harris and others, and a
rebuilt flagpole base. Thank you to Eagle
Scout candidate Kyle
Snedeker and his
team for their efforts
to improve our scenic
overlook.

Improvements made
to Central Camp

Multiple cabins
underwent
renovations over
the summer
including Jamboree
Lodge and Duryee
Lodge, which both
received concrete
repairs.

The back porch at Duryee
Lodge now features a
concrete floor.

Belcher Lodge siding
project fully funded

We are pleased to announce that the Richard
Belcher Memorial Handicapped Lodge will be
receiving new siding soon. The Camp Tuscazoar
Board wants to thank the Moomaw Foundation and
the Hoover Foundation, along with a few private
donors, for enabling us to complete this project. The
lodge recently received a new metal roof, but when
the building was constructed in 2005, the materials
used for the siding were what we could afford at the
time. Over the years, the composite siding has
shown much wear, and our board believed it was
best to replace it with aluminum siding to protect the
building for years to come. We are grateful to be
able to complete this project with these donations.




A trail crew hard at work this summer.

ICC looking for
volunteers

Just a friendly reminder and an invitation
for those who would like to serve Camp
Tuscazoar in a tangible way. We have a
group that meets weekly at camp. We call
ourselves Icky’s Camp Corp. or ICC. We
try to devote 3 or 4 hours on a Thursday to
help with small projects or general
maintenance needs. Sometimes we work
from a project list developed by our
Buildings and Grounds committee,
sometimes our Ranger has specific needs
related to the camp or upcoming events or
sometimes we just look around for general
cleanup that needs to be accomplished.
You would be surprised at the amount of
care that is needed to keep our camp
functioning, lovely and safe. This year, as
in years past, we were able to work with a
community service person who chose our
camp to perform their service. We are
pleased to tackle just about any task and
work at many different skill levels. Do you
have any skills that can be used? Please
consider this a personal invitation to
become involved. We meet at the Museum
at 9 a.m. every Thursday. Many hands
make light work. The work blesses the
camp, and we are blessed by giving back
our time and talents. Please come and
participate with us. You can just show up
dressed to work or you can contact Tony at
330-933-9200 for more info. Thank you for
considering Camp Tuscazoar as we work
together to “Keep the Spirit Burning”.

Camp trails now built with
a focus on sustainability

If you visited camp in 2025, you likely noticed exciting upgrades
to our trail system, thanks to sustainable trail design. This
approach blends science, engineering, and environmental
stewardship to create trails that safeguard our natural resources,
reduce long-term maintenance, and offer a safer, more enjoyable
experience for every trail user.

What is sustainable trail design?

Sustainable trail design is the process of planning, building, and
maintaining trails that preserve the natural environment, reduce
erosion, and serve a wide range of users. You may have noticed
trails with gentle switchbacks rather than steep, direct paths. This
intentional layout helps prevent erosion and protects the terrain. A
well-crafted trail harmonizes with the landscape and stands the
test of time with minimal maintenance.

Core principles of sustainable trail design

Protect the environment - Sustainable trails are carefully
routed to avoid ecologically sensitive areas such as wetlands and
steep slopes. By using natural features like rocks, trees, and
vegetation to guide users, trail designers help prevent off-trail
travel and minimize human impact on the surrounding ecosystem.

Follow natural contours - Trails that follow the natural
contours of the land, running perpendicular to the slope, are more
resistant to erosion and better at shedding water. In contrast, fall-
line trails that go straight uphill or downhill are highly susceptible
to water damage and should be avoided.

Keep water off the trail - Water is the leading cause of trail
degradation. Effective trail design incorporates features like grade
reversals, outsloping, and drainage dips to divert water away from
the trail surface. Techniques such as rolling grade dips are also
used to manage runoff and maintain trail integrity.

Meet user needs - Trails should be tailored to the needs of
their intended users whether hikers, mountain bikers, or
equestrians with appropriate width, surface material, and grade.
Offering diverse experiences, such as scenic overlooks or
historical landmarks, keeps users engaged. For example, Icky’s
Trail now guides visitors past historic campsites like Hoover
Lodge, Tom’s Chapel, and One Leg.

Minimize Maintenance - Using durable materials and proven
construction techniques helps reduce the need for frequent
repairs. Regular monitoring of trail conditions allows for early
intervention, preventing small issues from becoming major
problems and ensuring the trail remains safe and enjoyable for
years to come.

Why it matters - Sustainable trails reduce environmental
degradation, lower maintenance costs, and provide safer, more
enjoyable experiences for users. They foster a deeper connection
to nature while preserving it for future generations.

For more in-depth guidance, explore resources from American
Trails, the National Park Service, and the U.S. Geological Survey.




Endowment Fund

Helping to Keep the Spirit Burning

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s Endowment
Fund is administered by the Stark Community
Foundation in Canton and was established in 2011.
This fund was created by the board as a place to
deposit funds for the purpose of protecting the camp,
helping to ensure that it will always be a wonderful
green space for the thousands of campers and
visitors that use it every year.

Each edition of the Breeze will list those donors
who believe in the mission of the Foundation to
maintain, operate and perpetuate the camp for the
benefit, pleasure and enjoyment of the outdoor
experience. We are grateful for these gifts.

Joan Cogan - Donation
Luke Knudsen - Life membership
CTF - 10% Dover Dam fundraiser
Scott Strawn - Life membership
Bob Rees - Donation
Daniel Fanara - Life membership
Cooper Walsh - Life membership
Andrew Reeves - Life membership
Kenneth Bernier - Life membership
Michael Kemp - Life membership
Ted Novak - Life membership
Mark Miller - Life membership
Fred Day — Life membership
Clayton Washabaugh - In memory of Don Scherer
Peggy Fitzpatrick - In memory of Don Scherer
Doug and Melissa Williams - Donation
Jonathan J. Karns - Donation
Nancy Schoenbaum — Donation

To learn more about the Camp Tuscazoar
Endowment Fund, and how to make a contribution
that will last a lifetime, visit our website at
https://tuscazoar.org/donations/.

Shop Camp Tuscazoar
for your seasonal gifts

It's time to think about Christmas shopping again. We

offer our maple syrup and many other items such as

hiking medallions, patches, T-shirts, and water-proof dry
bags at our museum/gift shop. We staff it on Saturdays,

usually from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Other hours can be
arranged. Email info@tuscazoar.org or you can buy
online at http://stores.ebay.com/
Daves-Tuscazoar-Trading-Post.

Endowment fund
continues to grow

The Camp Tuscazoar Endowment Fund is growing
thanks to generous contributions from our members.
We now have more than $300,000 in our Endowment
Fund with the goal of raising $1 million dollars.

Our infrastructure projects are funded primarily
through grants. We are grateful that our community
supports the vision of Camp Tuscazoar Foundation.

Our Endowment Fund will ensure that we will be
able to cover the operating costs if other funding
sources diminish.

As 2025 tax season approaches, please consider
a donation of your Required Minimum Distribution
from your IRA. Also, your $500 Lifetime Membership
would be deposited into our Endowment Fund. In
addition, you may also leave a legacy to Camp
Tuscazoar through your estate planning.

We have had more than 11,000 visitors to our
beautiful camp this year. We offer something for
everyone, whether it's camping, hiking, running,
mountain biking, horseback riding, or our special
events. We hope you will help us "keep the spirit
burning!" Please visit https://tuscazoar.org/donations/
for more information.

Membership renewals
needed for 2026

If you forgot to renew your membership in the
Camp Tuscazoar Foundation this year, we
encourage you to renew as soon as possible. With
the support of donations and our members, we've
kept Camp Tuscazoar open and operating since the
late 1980’s. We are not supported by any other
organization or corporation. The camp relies solely
on camping fees, memberships and annual
fundraisers for funding. We are extremely grateful for
your continued support. Members also receive the
following:

e Camping privileges for you and your
immediate family

¢ A vote at the annual meeting

o A subscription to the camp newsletter,
the Breeze

We encourage members to provide inputs on
future projects and activities, help with workdays and
serve on committees. Applicants must be at least 18
years of age to become members and agree to
membership according to Camp Tuscazoar
Foundation Bylaws and Policies. For more info and a
link to renew your membership online, visit
http://tuscazoar.org/membership/.
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Camp closures
listed on website

Periodically, Camp Tuscazoar hosts
events that may limit access to trails.
Other group events might close Central
Camp, which covers the area where most
of the building are located: from the
stockade to the dining hall, from the
shower house to Troop 5 cabin. On our
website, we have posted a list of upcoming
events where access to some portion of
the camp will be limited. If you're planning
a trip to camp, we encourage you to visit
https://tuscazoar.org/events/closures/ to
make sure your plans won'’t be foiled.

Coming Events:

Jan. 23-25 Gold Rush Competition
March 28 & 29 Tuscazoar Maple Days
May 1-3 Dover Dam Weekend
June 6 River Sweep

June 27 Reign of Pain MTB Race

Sept. 12& 13 Pig Roast Weekend
Sept. 25-27 Veterans Weekend
Oct. 10 Spooktoberfest
Oct. 16-18 Fall MB Workshop

Camp Tuscazoar “Breeze”

is published by the

Camp Tuscazoar Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 308

Zoarville, OH 44656-0308
http://www.tuscazoar.org
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Eagle Scout candidate builds
pavilion in Pueblo campsite

Lizzie Smith, an Eagle Scout candidate with Troop 1 in Dover,
recently planned and led the construction of a pavilion in Pueblo
campsite for her Eagle Scout project. Lizzie said, “I chose Camp
Tuscazoar for my Eagle Scout project because throughout my
scouting journey Camp Tuscazoar has played a major role, from my
first campout in Dan Beard as a Webelos to the yearly Klondikes
that my troop takes part in and all the fun times my troop has when
we go camping and hiking. | wanted to give back to a place that |
hold close to my heart and to a place that | truly enjoy being at.”

Thank you, Lizzie!




