
Pig Gig to offer 
auto merit badge 

Camp Tuscazoar will offer Automotive 
Maintenance Merit Badge for the Pig Gig 
Weekend September 5-7. Scouts should 
complete the following requirements prior 
to the weekend, bring a completed 
worksheet, and be prepared to discuss: 

Req. 1; 3; 4 a,c,d,e; 5; 6; 7; 8 a,b,c,e; 9; 
10 a,b; 11; and 12 

The following requirements will be 
completed at camp: 

Req. 2; 4 b; 8d; and 10c 

Worksheets can be found at:  
http://usscouts.org/mb/worksheets/ 
Automotive-Maintenance.pdf 

Powerpoint guidance can be found at:  
https://scoutingevent.com/Download/ 
546132597/OR/Presentation_.pdf 

 
See “Pig Gig weekend”…Page 5
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Join us Sept. 6 and 7 for our 
annual Pig Roast fundraiser  

The annual Camp Tuscazoar Pig Roast Fundraiser will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 6 and Sunday, Sept. 7 and will once again feature 
our signature meal of roast pork, BBQ chicken, parsley potatoes, 
corn, rolls and butter, beverages, and assorted desserts.  

Come enjoy a delicious meal, greet old and new friends and 
reminisce about fond camp memories. Camp songs will echo 
through the woods all weekend. You can also purchase items from 
our Trading Post and stock up on Tuscazoar Maple Syrup to help get 
you through those long winter months. Finally, while at camp, be 
sure to stop by the museum.  

Hours are 3 to 6 p.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. The presale price remains $20 for adults and $10 for kids. 
Door sale prices are $25 and $15. Tickets will be mailed to our 
members again this year.  So, if you join the Camp Tuscazoar 
Foundation, tickets will appear in the mail. If you prefer, you can pay 
for tickets online at https://givebutter.com/pigroast and eliminate 
mailing a check. You can also order tickets by emailing us at 
info@tuscazoar.org or by calling the camp at 330-859-2288. 

Camp Tuscazoar hosts a 
successful river sweep 

Our River Sweep on May 
17 was a success! Lots of 
trash including a nice 
fiberglass bench was retrieved 
from the riverbanks. We 
gathered 45 bags of trash, a 
tractor trailer tire, two 55-
gallon drums and other 
assorted trash. 

Three scout troops 
participated along with a few 
families with young kids. Sean 
Harris and Chris Altman 
taught a Conservation Merit 
Badge class as well. 

We hosted a scout troop from Aurora, Ohio that had never been  
to camp. They enjoyed camping and participating in River Sweep. 

Kathy Smith with Hilltop Hikers and Thrivent gave a Tick Bite 
Prevention talk and Thrivent donated the tick kits. 

Kevin Powell and his talented Kitchen Crew provided a feast of 
macaroni with meat sauce; Italian sausage baked in spaghetti sauce 
with all the fixings; and Dirt Pudding for dessert. Doughnuts were 
provided in the morning and Krispy potato chips were donated for 
our snacks. The weather was touch and go, but the troops 
persevered and completed the mission.  

Thank you to everyone who attended this event. It's great to see 
young kids and families enjoying a day at camp preserving the 
beauty of our Tuscarawas River. 

 



Tuscazoar events, programs and activities 
For reservations or additional information, contact Camp Tuscazoar at 330-859-2288 

 

The “Whys” of Dover Dam 
Days and of Plant Science 

Why do plants make flowers? To reproduce by making seeds. 
That Q and A leads to other “why” questions by anyone with an 
inquisitive mind. That’s what happened repeatedly during the 
immersive plant science engagement during the 2025 Dover Dam 
Weekend. There were classes in Kimble Dining Hall on plant 
propagation, parts, and structures; sessions in Duryee Lodge on 
tree keying; and demonstrations on beekeeping in Belcher 
Lodge. Nature hikes occurred in multiple locations, culminating in 
pulling invasive species, with over 480 pounds of garlic mustard 
uprooted. Two tree transect stations, one near Johnny Appleseed 
and the other at the foot of the trail to Buzzards Roost, gave 
scouts from four different councils a chance for field work to test 
their skills. Scouts participated, listened, asked “why”, and 
learned as they earned Plant Science Merit Badge. 

Why did UA Professor Randy Mitchell, and a bouquet of plant 
experts ranging from grad students to active and retired teachers 
and professors, from experienced to certified master gardeners, 
from eco-professionals who manage plants every day, take time 
from their busy schedules to share their knowledge and 
experience? This group of volunteers included Amy Grom, Jean 
Marie Hartman, Wendy Lichtenwalter, Chris Davis, Stephanie 
Wilhelm, Morgan Hughes, Chris Roan, Chris Chaney, Ben Bravis, 
Bill Stitt, Elizabeth Gillis, Kathy Ouma, Jay Smink, Laurie 
Redinger, Richard Angeli, and John Galehouse. The short 
answer for at least two of them is that. not long ago, they were 
active youth scouters, learning life lessons from scouting they are 
eager to share with those now following the trail to Eagle. 

The broader answer may be found in another “why” asked by 
Prof. Mitchell. Why would someone want to identify a plant? 
Because each type of plant has different properties – some are 
poisonous, some are tasty, some make better wood, some are 
good for wet habitats…and so on. There are many reasons, but 
for all, it was almost certainly because they had something to 
offer, knowing that without a future for plants, and people 
knowledgeable about them, there is no future for us. 

Wilderness Survival 
Merit Badge event 
set for Oct 17-19 

Scouts and leaders are invited to our Fall 
Merit Badge Weekend October 17-19 for a 
fun and challenging opportunity to earn 
Wilderness Survival Merit Badge. The 
requirements for Wilderness Survival Merit 
Badge cover topics like identifying hazards, 
first aid, priorities in survival situations, and 
improvising natural shelters. Scouts will also 
learn to build fires without matches and will 
have an opportunity to participate in 
Jamboree on the Air (JOTA). Here a few key 
weekend details: 

 Cost of the event 
weekend will be $25 
per participant and 
$10 for leaders and 
scouts not taking the 
merit badge.  

 Participants will be  
given one MRE for Saturday breakfast 
and lunch (they will decide the best way 
to make it last) 

 Dinner will be foil dinners and all 
registered campers will participate. 

 Participants will be given an "I survived 
the Camp Tuscazoar Merit Badge 
Weekend" coin. 

 Meals for non-participants will be 
provided at the troop level with the 
exception of Saturday evening dinner. 

 There is no additional cost for campsite 
rentals. 

 Merit badge participant numbers are 
required by October 5. 

Prerequisites: 

1. Complete the Merit Badge Workbook 

2. Bring personal survival kit listed in 
requirement 5. 

3. Scouts will be required to build a natural 
shelter and sleep in it Saturday evening.   

For questions or more information, please 
contact Chris Altman at 330-410-4625 or at 
pscaltman@yahoo.com. 

 



Museum roof replaced; funds 
sought for Belcher Lodge 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation expresses its thanks to the 
Kimble Foundation and the Haman Foundation for their generous 
grants that allowed us to install a new metal roof on the W.C. 
Moorhead Museum. We are also grateful to have had the money 
to not only complete this project but also have the railing and deck 
repaired and stained. These improvements will help keep this 
special building secure for years to come. With this project 
completed, all buildings in camp now have sturdy metal roofs to 
provide many years of protection from the elements. 

We continue to seek funds to purchase new siding for the 
Richard W. Belcher Memorial Lodge that will protect the building 
for the future. The Richard W. Belcher Memorial Lodge was built in 
2005 with funds provided by family and friends of Dr. Belcher. The 
lodge is designed to serve the needs of campers with physical 
disabilities. If you would like to contribute to this project, please 
contact us at info@tuscazoar.org or call us at 330-859-2288. 

Eagle Scout project provides 
seven picnic tables for camp 

Ean Foster of Troop 179 in Cuyahoga Falls completed his Eagle 
Scout project for Camp Tuscazoar on Saturday, May 17. He, along 
with members of his troop and Troop 7153 of Silver Lake, Ohio 
built seven picnic tables. 

Ean would like to thank his generous donors, Carter Lumber of 
Mogadore, Park Street Pizza of Sugarcreek, Mark and Irene Heil, 
John and Eileen Herrmann, and Justin Pascoe for their 
contributions in making his Eagle Project successful and helping to 
replace well-used picnic tables at Camp Tuscazoar. 

Are you, or is someone in your group, interested in completing 
your service project (Eagle, Gold Award, etc.) at Camp 
Tuscazoar? If so, we’ve posted guidelines, forms, and other 
information at https://tuscazoar.org/projects/. 

Tales from the trails 
“Been coming to the camp to run and hike 

for years now. Finally got around to renewing 
my membership! Thank you for everything 
you guys do, and for providing one of the 
best trail running experiences in the region!” 

Caitlin Poremba

“An amazing public use Scout Camp. Miles 
of up kept trails, rental cabins, Adirondacks, 
dining hall, and large, beautiful hall for 
special occasions. Equestrian and dog 
friendly!! Always something for everyone at 
Tuscazoar!! 

Playground - There is not a playground, 
but there is a Gaga Ball Pit with benches and 
a hammock. 

Restrooms - There are many latrines 
available throughout camp and a porta pot at 
the main admin/museum where you sign in. 

Dog-friendliness - The doggies love 
coming to camp! Plenty of paw friendly trails! 
Must be kept on leash. 

Picnic area - There are limitless places to 
picnic.” 

Ceallaigh Knopp

Syrup available at 
Farmers Markets 

Can’t wait for more of our delicious maple 
syrup?  Visit us at a local Farmers Markets 
this summer. We will have a display at the 
Tuscarawas Valley Farmers Market on 
Wednesday afternoons. We will also have a 
display at the Jackson Township Farmers 
Market at Jackson North Park on Thursday 
afternoons. Stop by even if you don’t need 
syrup. It’s fun to meet and greet friends. 

 

 The W.C. Moorhead Museum has a new metal roof, thanks to 
grants from the Kimble Foundation and the Haman Foundation.    

Two new picnic tables from Ean Foster’s 
Eagle Scout project now sit outside the 
W.C. Moorhead Museum.    



Annual meeting 
to be held Oct. 5 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s 
Annual Meeting will be held October 5 at 
the camp. Foundation members will elect 
four members to our Board of Directors. 
We will also recap the many positive 
accomplishments at camp during the 
previous 12 months. The meeting begins at 
1 p.m. and is typically held in the Kimble 
Dining Hall. We hope to see you there. 

Candidates sought 
for CTF board 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation Board 
of Directors is seeking nominations of 
qualified candidates interested in serving 
on our board. Elections will take place at 
our Annual Meeting on Oct. 5 at the camp.  

Eligibility: 

1. Be recommended for office by the 
nominating committee. 

2. Annual dues are paid, and full 
accounting of monies from CTF events 
has been completed with the treasurer. 

3. Be an active CTF member for at least 1 
year prior to the annual meeting. 

4. Express a willingness to serve, if elected. 
5. Subject to a background check if 

needed. 

Expectations: 

1. Attend monthly meetings scheduled on 
the first Sunday of each month (unless 
otherwise noted). 

2. Be willing to assist and volunteer at 
camp events such as the Pig Roast, 
Maple Days, and other events that 
benefit the camp. 

3. Ability to work as a team on committees 
such as Finance, Nominations, Museum, 
and others that benefit the camp. 

If you are interested in running for the 
CTF board or know someone that would be 
interested, please email resumes to 
pscaltman@yahoo.com with “CTF BOARD 
resume” in the subject line or mail to: 

Camp Tuscazoar Nominations Committee 
P.O. Box 308 
Zoarville, OH 44656 

The deadline is August 1. Contact Chris 
Altman at pscaltman@yahoo.com or 330-
410-4625 with questions or nominations. 

Survey offers feedback 
for future improvements 

Thank you to all who responded to our Camp Tuscazoar 
Interest Survey that was emailed to members and patrons in 
March. Of the 209 responses, 84 were from members and 125 
were from non-members. Here are some key results: 

Passions Identified:  Mountain Biking, Hiking, Trail Riding, 
Scouting, Camping and Geocaching 

Trail Rating:  4 or 5 

Events most enjoyed:  Camping, Scouting, Maple Days and 
Pig Roast and Trail Events. 

How often do you visit camp?  Multiple times per month.  

How far do you live from camp?  #1 – Less than 20 miles 
#2 – 20-50 miles 

How do you rate camp overall?  #1 = 5;  #2 = 4;  #3 = 3 

How do you find out about events?  #1 Website;  #2 social 
media;  #3 The Breeze 

A few of the many comments we received: 

Trail signage needs updated, especially if hiking to Troop 1.  

Dan is a terrific camp representative. He is always positive and 
ensures we have a great experience. He is someone we can 
trust, and I look forward to seeing him when we come to camp. 

I love how Camp Tuscazoar is growing but hoping it doesn’t get 
too popular. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to the camp we love. 

I am very happy with all the improvements that have been made 
at the camp and appreciate all the volunteers. 

Cabin facilities need some improvements. 

Please consider moving the pancake breakfast to April due to 
unpredictable weather. I would love to see more Camp 
Tuscazoar hoodies and ball caps. 

 
CTF board clarifies policies 
on life member camping 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation board of directors recently 
adopted the following policies regarding life member camping: 

 Life members can only make one reservation at a time.  
If you reserve a spot a year ahead of time, you may not make 
a new reservation until the current one has expired.  

 Unlimited tent camping and four nights cabin and RV rentals 
per calendar year  

 The Life Member must be present during the time of camping.  

 



Join the 2025 Tuscazoar 
Composite Team (TZC) 

The Tuscazoar Composite (TZC) Team invites local mountain 
bikers in grades 5-12 to join us. Our philosophy is fun first. Our 
central goal is to develop a strong body, mind and character 
through mountain biking. There are no tryouts, and everyone rides. 
The team competes in cross-country style racing, based on National 
Interscholastic Cycling League standards (www.nationalmtb.org), 
and races in the Ohio NICA Cycling League. Coaches and ride 
leaders receive background checks and are trained in concussion 
awareness, risk management and first aid. 

Practices: Four per week. Beginning in July, two weekly practices 
will be held at Camp Tuscazoar and each rider will also do two rides 
on their own each week. When the trails are too wet, we will ride on 
the public streets around the camp for practice. 

Fees: Each student pays a $155 NICA Administrative and 
Insurance fee plus $50 a race. The past two years, we covered all 
the team member race fees thanks to our generous sponsors. 

Equipment: Riders must maintain their own mountain bike and 
wear helmets and closed-toe shoes. Gloves and sunglasses are 
strongly recommended. Riders must bring a cycling water bottle that 
fits in a cage on the bike or a Camelback to all practices. Riders are 
encouraged to establish a relationship with a local bike shop for 
tune ups, equipment maintenance and questions. The Ohio League 
has scholarships available for equipment, racing and team fees. 

Racing: The season includes around five races. Racing is 
optional but encouraged! Distances are about 10 miles of beginner/ 
intermediate trail riding. Parents and students must provide 
transportation to and from races. Many families and coaches camp 
on site at the races. The following races are scheduled for 2025: 

 

Bike-Packing Adventure June 21, 22 Lake Hope State Park 
Time Trial Aug 9, 10 John Bryan State Park 
Mass Start Race Aug 23, 24 West Creek Reservation 
Mass Start Race Sept 6, 7 Baileys Trail System 
Mass Start Race Sept 20, 21 Hueston Woods St Park 
Mass Start Race Oct 4, 5 Camp Tuscazoar 

Registration: To register, visit https://www.ohiomtb.org 
Questions?: Please reach out to the coach if you need help 

finding a bike, have questions about the team, or if costs are 
unaffordable. We think everyone deserves a chance to participate! 
For more info, visit https://tuscazoar.org/news/tzc/. 

Head Coach: Denny Simon – dsimon@tuscazoar.org 
 

Camp Endowment 
Fund Update 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s 
Endowment Fund is administered by 
the Stark Community Foundation in 
Canton and was established in 2011. 
This fund was created by the board as 
a place to deposit funds for the 
purpose of protecting the camp, 
helping to ensure that it will always be 
a wonderful green space for the 
thousands of campers and visitors that 
use it every year. 

Each edition of the Breeze will list 
those donors who believe in the 
mission of the Foundation to maintain, 
operate and perpetuate the camp for 
the benefit, pleasure and enjoyment of 
the outdoor experience. We are 
grateful for these gifts. 

Kathy Smith - Life membership 

Shawn Hassig - Life membership 

Benjamin Evans - Life membership 

Nathan Ghezzi - Life membership 

Richard Draper - Life membership 

CTF - 10% Maple Days Fundraiser 

Ralph Toalston 

MB Gursky 

The Barnhouse Family 

Don Judisch 

Elizabeth Manson 

To learn more about the Camp 
Tuscazoar Endowment Fund, and how 
to make a contribution that will last a 
lifetime, visit our website at 
https://tuscazoar.org/donations/. 

Pig Gig weekend 
…from Page 1 

Please provide blue cards with troop and 
scout information at check-in.  

Cost is $20 per scout/leader and 
includes a patch and dinner ticket. 

Primitive campsites are no cost. Sites 
with pavilions and cabins are regular price. 

We need a head count for merit badge 
participants by August 24. Please send 
your numbers to pscaltman@yahoo.com 
and sean.harris686@gmail.com. 

Questions? Contact Chris Altman at 330-
410- 4625. We look forward to seeing you!  

 
 Tuscazoar Composite Team 2024 OMBL Div 1 State Champs    
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Coming Events: 
Aug 22-24 Veterans Weekend 

Sept 7, 8 Pig Roast 

Oct 4-5 OMBL/NICA MTB Race 

Oct 5 CTF Annual Meeting 

Oct 18 Fall Merit Badge Workshop 

Jan 23-25 Gold Rush Competition 

 

Register now for our 2nd 
annual Veterans Weekend 

Veterans can still register for our upcoming Veterans Weekend, 
August 22-24. Come enjoy the outdoor experience (hiking, biking, 
and camping) while joining in fellowship with other Veterans. 
Complimentary for Veterans. Tentative programming includes flag 
raising, pledge, presentations from trail user groups, planned hikes 
to key points in camp, history presentation, evening campfire, 
meals and much more! Veterans assistance resources are 
available. For more information: 

 Online: https://tuscazoar.org/events/veterans/ 

 Call Chris at 330-410-4625 

 Email: secretary@tuscazoar.org 
(please put Veterans Weekend in the subject line) 


