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Gold Rush competition 
scheduled for Jan. 24-26 
By Spenser Long 

Hello everyone. This year’s Gold Rush is just around the corner, 
and my team and I have been working diligently to get the event put 
together. The Gold Rush will be held January 24-26, 2025. 

The Gold Rush is a timed event where patrols compete in a race 
that tests their skills, knowledge, and teamwork, doing various 
activities at stations along a course. These stations test a variety of 
skills that are covered in scouting; stations can range from 
astronomy to tracking animals, and even the knowledge of woods 
tools. Each patrol is anywhere from 6 to 10 scouts. The patrol must 
use teamwork to pull a Klondike style sled from station to station 
where not only their knowledge is tested, but their skills as well. 

We have been planning this year’s eight stations for a few 
months, and most are in the testing phase. That way I know each 
station is possible to complete. We will also set up three Gold Rush 
rubbing stations at various locations to earn time off the total score. 

For the lunch that the Scouts make on the trail, we are going to 
require that the meal have beef as the main ingredient.  

We are again asking that each troop donate a $25 to $30 item for 
the auction after the race. We ask that these items be something 
other than food. We will provide the food items. Auction items can 
be turned in at the dining hall on Friday night or Saturday morning. 

The event will include a camp patch, breakfast and dinner on 
Saturday, a campfire program, awards, auction and all the Saturday 
activities. The cost is $30 per attendee. 

An equipment list, registration form, and the event schedule will 
be posted on the camp’s website soon. For questions and/or 
concerns, please email info@tuscazoar.org or call 330-859-2288. 
As always, it’s not who finishes first but who finishes fastest! 

 
 

Foundation elects 
directors, officers 

At the Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s 
annual meeting in early October, the 
following individuals were elected to join 
the Board of Directors:   

Corianne Kocarek 
Barb Harding 
Doug Garofalo 
Daryl Hancock  

We are also pleased to announce the 
results of the recent election of officers 
who will lead this group: 

President - Sean Harris 

Vice President - Kenny Kocarek 

Secretary - Corianne Kocarek 

Treasurer - Tony Miller 

We welcome our new board members 
and officers who will help keep us keep the 
camp moving forward! 

 

Nancy Schoenbaum wins local 
Woman of the Year Award  

Congratulations to our own Nancy 
Schoenbaum for winning the Lucille 
Nussdorfer Tuscarawas County 
Woman of the Year Award. The 
Dennison Railroad Depot Museum  
presents the Tuscarawas County 
Woman of the Year Award in memory 
of Lucille Nussdorfer, founder of the 
Dennison Servicemen’s Canteen that 
served 1.3 million soldiers during 
WWII. This Canteen became an 
inspiration to other towns across the 
country that copied Lucille’s efforts 
and created their own canteens. The 
volunteer effort that resulted from 

See “Nancy”….Page 3 

 

Nancy Schoenbaum with 
Tuscarawas County 
Commissioner Chris Abbuhl 



Trent Magill, a meteorologist with 
WEWS Channel 5 in Cleveland.

Tuscazoar events, programs and activities 
For reservations or additional information, contact Camp Tuscazoar at 330-859-2288 

 

Scouts earn Weather Merit 
Badge, participate in JOTA  

More than 50 scouts and adults enjoyed the beautiful weather at 
Camp Tuscazoar this in mid-October while earning Weather Merit 
Badge and participating in the Jamboree on the Air. The weekend 
started with the movie “Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs” at our 
Friday night crackerbarrel. Saturday began with flag raising and 
then a round robin program which took participants all over the 
camp to learn about all the different weather conditions. They were 
also treated to a presentation from WEWS Meteorologist Trent 
McGill, who shared all the experiences of his job. Following the 
classes, a weather lunch of meatball subs and cloud pudding was 
enjoyed by all. Camp   
cheers and awards followed 
and the “weather rock” was 
the big hit.  The scouts then 
spent their afternoon at 
various radio stations set up 
to contact scouts from 
around the world as part of 
the annual Jamboree-on-
the-Air (JOTA), the largest 
Scouting event in the world.   

Thanks to Seth Angel and 
his group of presenters who 
shared their time with us.  
Also, we want to thank Mike 
Mosser and the Tusco and 
Alliance radio clubs for their 
help in giving scouts this 
opportunity. 

 

Trent McGill, a meteorologist with WEWS Channel 5 in 
Cleveland, talks with Scouts about forecasting the weather. 

Maple Days set 
for March 22, 23 

Our annual Maple Days pancake 
breakfast is set for Saturday, March 22 and 
Sunday, March 23 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Join us for a warm meal of pancakes, 
sausage, eggs, applesauce, and orange 
drink. We can also prepare “Gluten Free” 
pancakes. Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$5 for kids ten and under and will be 
mailed to Foundation members and will 
also be available at the door for $12 and 
$6. Get yours ahead of time and save!  

This will be our twelfth year to participate 
in the Ohio Maple Madness tour which 
brings in folks from all over northeast Ohio. 

This is an important fundraiser. Join us 
and enjoy a wonderful breakfast in return. 
To purchase tickets in advance, email the 
“Pancake Hotline” at info@tuscazoar.org 
and we’ll hold your tickets for you.  

Nancy Schoenbaum… 
…from Page 1 
Lucille’s spark brought together 4,000 
volunteers from eight counties and left a 
reputation of caring and hospitality in the 
county that is remembered to this day. 

For her lasting impact on the area’s 
history, Lucille was inducted into the Ohio 
Governor’s Women’s Hall of Fame by 
Governor Voinovich. This award is given to 
someone who follows in the footsteps of 
Lucille Nussdorfer, who has made a 
significant lasting impact on her community 
through volunteerism. 

Nancy has dedicated nearly 40 years to 
volunteering at Camp Tuscazoar. She has 
served as a board member, Treasurer, 
grant writer and as the main point of 
contact for the camp, answering countless 
phone calls and emails and volunteering at 
fundraising events. Nancy has organized 
numerous events for youth to come and 
enjoy nature, earn Scout merit badges, and 
explore the wilderness at Camp 
Tuscazoar. Nancy's contributions to the 
preservation and ongoing improvements at 
Camp Tuscazoar cannot be overstated.  
Congratulations Nancy! 



 

Tuscazoar Mountain Bike 
Team wins first place 

The Tuscazoar Composite Mountain Bike Team (TZC) 
recently completed their fourth season of racing this fall. 
Fifteen teams and two hundred riders participated in the 
league this year that consisted of five cross country style 
races held across the state. The Tuscazoar team again 
dominated the standings and won first place as a team.  

The National Interscholastic Cycling Association 
(NICA) is a non-profit organization that promotes high 
school/middle school mountain biking programs in the 
United States. NICA provides governance, leadership, 
and program support to regional high school mountain 
biking organizations. Camp Tuscazoar intentionally 
designed and built trails on the southern part of our 
property specifically for the NICA league and is honored 
to have been selected as a venue to host races every 
year. Thank you to all the people at Tuscazoar, parents, 
sponsors and coaches who made this amazing thing 
happen. Special thanks go out to the following sponsors: 

 Gemini Bike Shop – for donating money and bikes! 

 Nimishillen Creek Dental  

 Dover Hydraulics 

Join us for the 2025 fall season! 

Attention High School and Middle School Mountain 
Bikers: The TZC invites local boys and girls in grades 6-
12 to join our team. Student athletes from any area 
school (or home school) are welcome. Our team 
philosophy is fun first, and our central goal is for students 
to develop a strong body, mind and character through 
mountain biking. There are no tryouts, and everyone 
rides no matter the ability or skill level. TZC competes in 
cross-country style racing, based on National 
Interscholastic Cycling League standards and races in 
the Ohio NICA Cycling League.  

Practices are held four times per week; two at Camp 
Tuscazoar and two on their own. Riders need to have 
their own mountain bike and are required to wear helmets 
and closed-toe shoes. The season typically includes five 
races. Racing is optional but encouraged. Race distances 
are roughly 10 miles of beginner/ intermediate trail riding. 
For more info, visit https://tuscazoar.org/news/tzc/. 

 

DDW 2025 to feature 
Plant Science MB 

Here are three reasons to attend Dover Dam 
Weekend 2025 on May 2-4 at Camp Tuscazoar.  

First, Scouts love plants. To reach First Class, a 
Scout must identify 10 kinds of native plants by direct 
observation or showing evidence through identified 
fallen leaves or fruit. To earn their first, second, or 
third-year Pipestone, scouts must identify 15, then 
25, then 35 trees, plants, or shrubs. 

Second, people love plants. It’s what we eat, 
whether it’s our favorite fruits and vegetables, cereal 
grains, nuts, and much more, like maple syrup and 
honey. Even eating meat begins with plants because 
that meat either ate plants, or it ate other meat that 
ate plants, and so on. Scouts wear plants, while they 
are driven on tires that rely on plants, to places that 
include plants in their construction. Plants make 
oxygen we can’t live without. No plants, no people. 

Those who attended the 2018 DDW Plant Science 
Merit Badge weekend know the third reason. It starts 
with University of Akron Biology Professor Randy 
Mitchell and his crew of plant experts who will work 
directly with the Scouts and plants. Scouts will learn 
to think about plants in new ways. 

And if those reasons are not enough, add in one 
hundred years of the Camp Tuscazoar experience, 
and the traditions of Dover Dam Weekend. That 
means a special patch, a tour of Dover Dam, a hearty 
dinner, the fun group review session to show off 
what’s been learned, followed by a campfire of skits 
and songs. All for $30 per person, adult or youth. 
Pre-registration is required. Camping costs are extra.  

Visit https://tuscazoar.org/events/ddw/ for a 
monthly question for your unit to consider and enter 
the drawings. Questions? Email us at 
camptuscddd@gmail.com. 
 

 

You never know what you might find along the 
trails at Camp Tuscazoar. A Centennial Trail hiker 
recently found this deer stuck along the river. But the 
story has a happy ending. The hiker was able to help 
free the deer and an ODNR officer later reported that 
the deer was fine. Just another day on the trail!      



Pig Roast guests enjoy ideal 
weather, delicious food 

Camp Tuscazoar’s 35th annual Pig Roast weekend was a great 
event as we offered our dinner both in Kimble Dining Hall and at the 
various picnic tables throughout central camp. The weather was 
gorgeous, and more than 660 folks enjoyed the great weather and the 
good food! Thanks for the food donations from the Bolivar and Dover 
Giant Eagle stores, Buehler’s in Dover, Littys Cakes, Wal-Mart in New 
Philadelphia and Thrivent Financial helped keep our expenses lower. 
And thanks to the many volunteers who helped make this event 
possible.   

This year we participated in a program sponsored by the 
Tuscarawas County CVB which enabled children in Tuscarawas 
County to attend the Pig Roast for free. We saw a lot of new faces 
come to this event and when the results were counted, Camp 
Tuscazoar received $630 in additional income from this program. The 
proceeds from this event will go a long way to helping maintain this 
wonderful place called Tuscazoar! 

Please be sure to thank the donors and the CVB folks for helping 
make this such a successful event! 

 

Membership renewals needed 
If you forgot to renew your membership in the Camp Tuscazoar 

Foundation this year, we encourage you to renew as soon as 
possible. The camp relies solely on camping fees, memberships and 
annual fundraisers for funding. We are extremely grateful for your 
continued support. Members also receive the following: 

 Camping privileges for you and your immediate family 

 A vote at the annual meeting 

 A subscription to the camp newsletter, the Breeze 

We encourage members to provide inputs on future projects and 
activities, help with workdays and serve on committees. Applicants 
must be at least 18 years of age to become members and agree to 
membership according to Camp Tuscazoar Foundation Bylaws and 
Policies. For more info and a link to renew your membership online, 
visit http://tuscazoar.org/membership/. 

Belcher Lodge 
roof replaced 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation is 
grateful to the Reeves Foundation of 
Tuscarawas County and the Health 
Foundation of Greater Massillon for the 
grant monies that enabled us to reroof 
the Richard W. Belcher Memorial Lodge 
at Camp Tuscazoar. 

The Foundation also added new 
gutters and snow bars for safety using 
our Rainy Day Fund.  Future plans are to 
side the building to eliminate the need to 
paint this structure.  Quotes are now 
being requested. 

The Richard W. Belcher Memorial 
Lodge was built in 2005 with funds 
provided by family and friends of Dr. 
Belcher. The lodge is designed to serve 
the needs of campers with physical 
disabilities. This new steel roof will 
extend the life of this building for years to 
come. We thank these foundations for 
their support of our efforts to “keep the 
spirit burning” at Camp Tuscazoar! 
 

Guests once again enjoyed a delicious dinner at our annual Pig 
Roast Fundraiser in September.      

Belcher Lodge now sports a metal roof, 
thanks to grants from local organizations.  

Volunteer spotlight 
We continue to benefit from hours of 

work donated by various volunteers. 
There is always more work that needs to 
be done so if you have a few extra hours, 
please give us a call.  While we can’t 
offer a signing bonus, the time spent at 
Tuscazoar is “priceless”. We also have a 
willing volunteer each Wednesday that 
would love some company!  
 
 



 

Endowment Fund   
Helping to Keep the Spirit Burning 

 

The following have recently contributed to the Camp 
Tuscazoar Endowment Fund. 

Kocarek Family - Donation 

Nancy Schoenbaum - Donation 

Glen Groh - Donation 

Greg Bilek - Donation 

William Bernier - Donation 

Don W. Levengood - Life Membership 

Barnhouse Family - Donation 

Don Judisch - Donation 

Dennis Evans - Life membership 

Linda Evans - Donation 

Nancy Schoenbaum - Cookie money from  
Maple Days 

CTF - 10% Maple Days profit 

Paul Wilson - Life Membership 

Ralph Toalston - Donation 

Lisa Keane - Life Membership 

Nancy Schoenbaum - Gnome donation 

CTF - 10% of Dover Dam Weekend profit 

Barnhouse Family - Donation 

Roger Haymond - Donation 

Jeffrey Towles Family - Donation 

Acme Fresh Mart Employees - Donation  

Don Judisch - Donation 

Joe Bachman - Life Membership 

Christopher Monborne - Life Membership 

Lockport Brewery - Donation 

Mark and Kathy McCaulley - Life Membership 

Nancy Schoenbaum - Pig quilt donation 

Christine Powell  - Donation 

Steven McCoy - Life membership 

Robert Kenyon - Life membership 

Christopher Smith - Life membership 

Thomas Wolf - Life membership 

Charles Milburn - Life membership 

Eric Wohlwend - Life membership 

Mary Jo Monte-Kaser - Life membership 

David and Carol Fasano  - In memory of  
Richard Juenman 

Dominic Fonte - Donation 

Vincent M. Codispoti - Donation 

Dennis Lowe - Donation 

CTF - 10% of Pig Roast and fall merit badge 

Guest comments 
The 3 boys from Troop 933 that only came on 

Saturday said they enjoyed themselves and learned 
a lot. They had LOTS of wonderful information to tell 
me on the way home. Thank you for offering this 
merit badge!  

 Jenna O. 
 

Thanks for arranging for the excellent weather on 
Saturday!! Seriously though... our scouts enjoyed the 
Weather merit badge rotations. We got positive 
feedback from them. The movie & popcorn Friday 
evening were a nice touch, too. One of the adults (an 
amateur radio operator himself) in our troop was 
explaining an activity to us called transmitter hunting/ 
radio direction finding or "fox-hunting".  Sounds like it 
would be a good activity for another JOTA.  

 Eric D. 

Kudos to this org for keeping a historic scout 
camp alive. 

 Zeb S. 

We enjoyed your wonderful food both days! 
Everything was delicious! 

 Chet H. 

We had a great time and enjoyed the awesome 
meal after a long hike. Perfect Fall weekend! Thanks. 

 Randy C. 

Thanks for putting on a great event! It was 
awesome to literally ride up to a feast on our 
mountain bikes after a lap around the trails. 

 Emily O. 

Great elevation change hiking. Nothing too crazy, 
but a good workout. Lots of trails for a small area. 

 Joe V. 

Shop Camp Tuscazoar 
for your seasonal gifts 

It’s time to think about Christmas shopping again. 
We offer our maple syrup and many other items such 
as hiking medallions, patches, T-shirts, and water-
proof dry bags at our museum/gift shop. We staff it 
on Saturdays, usually from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Other 
hours can be arranged. Email info@tuscazoar.org or 
you can buy online at http://stores.ebay.com/ 
Daves-Tuscazoar-Trading-Post.   

If you have a couple of hours on a Saturday and 
would be interested in volunteering to staff the 
museum, please contact us at 330-859-2288. (No 
training required; just a love for the camp).   
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Coming Events: 
Jan. 24-26 Gold Rush Competition 
March 22 & 23 Tuscazoar Maple Days 
May 2-4 Dover Dam Weekend 
May 17 River Sweep 
July 5 Reign of Pain MTB Race 
Aug. 22-24 Veterans Weekend 
Sept. 6 & 7 Pig Roast Weekend 
Sept. 6 Pig Gig Campout 

Planning underway for 2nd 
annual Veterans Weekend 

Come enjoy the outdoor experience (hiking, biking, and camping) 
on August 22-24 at Camp Tuscazoar while joining in fellowship with 
other Veterans. Complimentary for Veterans - REGISTRATION 
OPENS IN JANUARY. Tentative programming to include flag 
raising, pledge, presentations from trail user groups, planned hikes 
to key points in camp, history presentation, evening campfire, 
meals and much more!  Veterans assistance resources are 
available. For more information: 

 Online: https://tuscazoar.org/events/veterans/ 

 Call Chris at 330.410.4625 

 Email: secretary@tuscazoar.org 
(please put Veterans Weekend in the subject line) 


