
Annual meeting 
to be held Oct. 6 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s 
Annual Meeting will be held October 6 at 
the camp. We will elect four members to 
our Board of Directors. If you would like to 
help us shape the future of Camp 
Tuscazoar, enjoy seeing campfires burning 
in the hills, and hearing the happy voices of 
our campers, please email a short resume 
to  info@tuscazoar.org.  

The requirements are simple: that you 
have been a member for at least one year 
and have a real desire to help us “keep the 
spirit burning”. The board meets once a 
month, and we also volunteer for several 
events sponsored by the camp.  Please 
consider lending a hand!  The annual 
meeting begins at 1 p.m. and will be held in 
the Hoover Lodge Amphitheater, weather 
permitting.  We hope to see you there. 
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Join us Sept. 7 and 8 for our 
annual Pig Roast fundraiser  

The annual Camp Tuscazoar Pig Roast Fundraiser will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 7 and Sunday, Sept. 8 and will once again feature 
our signature meal of roast pork, BBQ chicken, parsley potatoes, 
corn, rolls and butter, applesauce, beverages, and assorted desserts 
(including pig cookies).  

Come enjoy a delicious meal, greet old and new friends and 
reminisce about fond camp memories. Camp songs will echo 
through the woods all weekend. You can also purchase items from 
our Trading Post and stock up on Tuscazoar Maple Syrup to help get 
you through those long winter months. Finally, while at camp, be 
sure to stop by the museum.  

New this year: a silent auction for 
two quilts donated by a CTF member 
(photo at right). The proceeds will be 
earmarked for the Camp Tuscazoar 
Endowment Fund. One of the quilts is 
named “Hog Wash” and comes with its 
own wash bucket!   

Hours are 3 to 6 p.m. on Saturday 
and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday. The 
presale price remains $20/adults and 
$10/kids. Door sale prices are $25 and 
$15. Tickets will be mailed to our 
members again this year.  So, if you  
join the Camp Tuscazoar Foundation, tickets will appear in the mail. 
If you prefer, you can pay for tickets online at https://givebutter.com/ 
pigroast and eliminate mailing a check. You can also order tickets 
by emailing us at info@tuscazoar.org or by calling the camp at 330-
859-2288. 

Camp receives Zeisberger- 
Heckewelder Award 

The Tuscarawas County 
Historical Society selected 
the Camp Tuscazoar 
Foundation as the recipient 
of its 2024 Zeisberger-
Heckewelder Award. CTF 
was selected based on the 
Foundation’s preservation 
of the camp as a historical 
site, and the benefits 
provided by the Foundation 
to the community. 

The award was presented 
to CTF representatives at 
the Society’s Founders Day  
Dinner in May. Since 1981,  
the Society has annually  

 

CTF’s Dan Nesbitt, Dave Tschantz 
and Nancy Schoenbaum (L to R) 
receive the Zeisberger-Heckewelder 
award from Society board member 
Seth Angel and V.P. Patti Strickling. 

 

   See “Z-H award”…..Page 3



Tuscazoar events, programs and activities 
For reservations or additional information, contact Camp Tuscazoar at 330-859-2288 

 

Scouts learned fire safety at 
2024 Dover Dam Weekend 

Greek mythology tells us that fire has been around since that 
fateful day when Prometheus stole it for us from the God of Fire. 
So, it makes sense that Dover Dam Weekend would begin with an 
ode to ancient times. Thanks to Michael Mosser, scouts watched a 
rare episode of the 1970’s action-adventure drama “Emergency!”, 
featuring first responders saving lives and battling untamed fires.  

Saturday morning, scouts began earning and learning for Fire 
Safety Merit Badge at various stations. At Belcher Lodge, former 
site of the Tool Shed that ironically decades ago burned to the 
ground, scouts learned how to do Home Safety Surveys from CTF 
directors Chris Altman and Sean Harris. Meanwhile other scouts 
headed to the swimming pool, at least where it was in 1975 when 
staff and campers formed a bucket brigade using pool water to fight 
a raging fire in the Dining Hall. There, scouts were treated to a 
detailed hands-on lesson in fire safety from director Richard 
Angeli, and his assistant firefighter Greg Miller. The scouts were 
even coaxed into showing their “stop, drop, and roll” skills. 

Meanwhile, near the stockade, the Fairfield Township Fire 
Department (FTFD), brought their equipment and established the 
equivalent of a fire station for scouts to tour. Members of the FTFD 
shared both their equipment and their knowledge as they interacted 
with scouts, teaching them about critical skills and equipment that 
real first responders need and use to save lives and property. 

The final pieces of training occurred when one group joined 
Michael Mosser in the Dining Hall to cover some academic parts of 
the badge, while the other half went to the field behind Hoover 
Lodge to watch live demonstrations of the Jaws of Life from the 
FTFD as it dismantled a car. Then the groups switched places. 

Once the learning ended, and inspired by Nancy Schoenbaum 
(Life Member), the scouts enjoyed a bucket brigade unlike any 
seen at camp since perhaps that historic 1975 event. Showing 
teamwork, scout spirit, and hustle, they carried buckets of water 
and sometimes each other, as they competed a bucket brigade 
race. The winners of each heat competed in the championship, with 
Troop 335 winning, Troop 920 coming in a close second, and 
Troop 939 right behind in a photo finish. Nancy’s selection of LEGO 
firefighting kits for those three units was a welcome reward. 
However, Troop 335 may have enjoyed their scoutmaster’s 
willingness to be tossed into the porta pool by the winning scouts 
just a little bit more than the LEGO kit. 

Weather MB event 
set for Oct 19 

Camp Tuscazoar will host a Weather Merit 
Badge workshop from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 19. Scouts will also get to 
participate in the annual Jamboree-On-The-
Air (JOTA). The $30 per person fee will 
include a weather-themed lunch, merit badge 
supplies and a JOTA patch. 

Jamboree-on-the-Air is the largest 
Scouting event in the world. Typically, more 
than 1 million Scouts participate with over 
11,000 stations operated by 20,000+ amateur 
radio operators from 150+ countries. 

Modern technology offers Scouts the 
opportunity to make friends in other countries 
without leaving home. JOTA is an annual 
event in which Scouts and Guides around the 
world speak to each other by means of 
Amateur (ham) Radio. Since the first 
Jamboree-on-the-Air was held in 1958, 
millions of Scouts have met each other 
through this event. With no age restrictions 
and at little or no expense, JOTA allows 
Scouts worldwide to contact each other by 
ham radio. The radio stations are operated 
by licensed amateur radio operators. Local 
radio clubs from Stark and Tuscarawas 
counties will set up equipment so that Scouts 
can enjoy this opportunity. 

Participation in JOTA earns credit for 
requirement 7E of Citizenship in the World 
Merit Badge. A good explanation for use at 
Troop meeting can be found at: 
https://k2bsa.net/wp-content/uploads/ 
2011/07/JOTA-JOTI-Intro-Video.pdf 

Weather Merit Badge 
explores Meteorology, 
the study of earth’s  
atmosphere, its  
weather and the 
ways in which  
temperature, wind,  
and moisture act  
together in the  
environment. In addition  
to learning how everyday  
weather is predicted, Scouts can learn about 
extreme weather such as thunderstorms, 
tornadoes, and hurricanes, and how to stay 
safe. Complete workshop details are still 
being finalized. For more info and updates, 
visit https://tuscazoar.org/events/radio. 

 

 Scouts watch the Jaws of Life in action at Dover Dam Weekend 



Volunteer Spotlight 

Volunteers spruce up camp, 
paint maintenance building 

In this column, we highlight the amazing amount of work being 
done here at Camp Tuscazoar by our hearty volunteers. 

A special “thank you” to the Tusky Valley High School students 
who lent us a hand at their service day in April. They helped clear 
up the RV park, Hoover Amphitheater and Tom’s Chapel. Plus, 
several of the guys had a great time taking out Multiflora Rose 
vines around the stockade.  

We also want to thank two different groups of Latter-Day Saints 
who enjoyed having their summer camp at Tuscazoar.  These 
groups painted the Maintenance Building, pulled all the old blue 
lines from the Maple Syrup operation that needed to be replaced 
and helped us clean up several campsites that needed attention!.  

  
 

Z-H award 
…from Page 1 

bestowed the Zeisberger-Heckewelder 
Award on persons and organizations who 
have rendered exemplary services for the 
benefit of the Tuscarawas County 
community. The basis of the award is service 
to society and the county exemplifying the 
ideals of humanity, peace, God and love.  

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation was 
formed in the late 1980s when the Buckeye 
Council, Boy Scouts of America transferred 
its summer camping activities to Seven 
Ranges Scout Reservation, and Camp 
Tuscazoar was sold to the Kimble family. 
CTF was formed with the goal of acquiring 
and maintaining Camp Tuscazoar. The 
Kimble family first leased the camp to the 
Foundation, and subsequently donated 110 
acres in 1989. 

The camp’s present-day activities include 
college students earning community service 
credits, horse riding, hiking, and weddings. 
Scouts still camp at Tuscazoar and remain 
the biggest user of the facilities. The camp 
has also become popular with mountain 
bikers, with eight miles of trails on site.  

 

Syrup available at 
Farmers Markets 

Can’t wait for more of our delicious maple 
syrup?  Visit us at a local Farmers Markets 
this summer. We will have a display at the 
Tuscarawas Valley Farmers Market on 
Wednesday afternoons. We will also have a 
display at the Jackson Township Farmers 
Market at Jackson North Park on Thursday 
afternoons. Stop by even if you don’t need 
syrup. It’s fun to meet and greet friends. 

 

Tales from the trails 
“I just wanted to reach out and thank you 

for all your hospitality. Our kids had fun 
running the hills, team building, socializing, 
and eating hotdogs.  For me it was fun 
reliving part of my childhood. I really 
appreciated seeing a Klondike sled and kids 
laughed when I told them I was one of the 
dogs. Thanks again. On behalf of Canton 
City Schools, McKinley HS and our XC team, 
thanks a bunch.” 
    Kevin Princehorn 

 Tusky Valley students pause for a photo after spending their 
day cleaning up several areas of the camp.    

 Latter-Day Saints volunteers paint the Maintenance Building.   



This year, three mountain bike races were held at the new 
Preserve Trailhead at 4906 Boy Scout Road (photo at right), 
where we had plenty of room to spread out and parking was in 
abundance! These events are the major fundraisers for the trails. 
The trailhead construction began two years ago and little by little 
has become a destination for bikers, hikers, and equestrians. If 
you haven’t been to camp lately – you need to check this out! 

On Sunday, April 28, the Northern Ohio Mountain Bike Series 
(NOMBS) kicked off the race season at Tuscazoar with 208 racers 
– the most racers Tuscazoar has seen. The course traced the 
“Preserve Loop” and was about 5.2 miles long. Racers completed 
multiple loops. With some friendly banter by the race director, Mat 
to see how many racers we could get – Mat set the record. Who 
knows what next year will hold?  Keep an eye on the schedule for 
the rest of this year and into 2025 at 
https://www.northernohiomountainbikeseries.com 

 

If you build it, they will come 
Successful mountain bike events this spring and summer raising about $14,000 for the 
mountain bike and hiking trails at Camp Tuscazoar! 

By Corianne Kocarek (Life Member), Camp Tuscazoar Secretary 

 

Sunday, June 25 saw the COMBO 
FUNduro return for a second year with 
great weather, and 130 riders racing on 
timed stages throughout the property. Trail 
volunteers, Doug Garofalo (Life Member), 
Darryl Hancock, Dan Nonno (Life Member) 
and several others helped to prep the 
course. Learn more at 
https://funduroracing.com/ 

See “If you build it”…..Page 5
 

 The start of the Kids Race (top) and a pre-race meeting (photo 
by David Satyshur) at the NOMBS kickoff race.    FUNduro parking photo by Rik Leonard  



If you build it… 
…from Page 4 

The final race of the season is the endurance – Reign of Pain. 
Riders do as many laps as possible on a 7.5-mile course in six 
hours. One rider from the Columbus area, Mike Kaldy, was able to 
ride 9 laps in the allotted time – that’s more than 67 miles in six 
hours of tough terrain. Incredible!  Racers came from Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Tennessee, and all over Ohio to 
camp and enjoy the trails. The party atmosphere was coupled with 
a slip & slide and a hot dog eating contest for riders (and 
spectators) to partake in between laps! Roughly 250 hot dogs 
were eaten during the race, and racers who ate the most earned 
themselves a custom Steadfast Fender, designed by Erin Ford 
(see photo below). 

  

A special thank you to our race director and Camp Tuscazoar 
Foundation Vice President, Kenny Kocarek (Life Member) for 
putting on an incredible event that both challenged the heart and 
mind all while enjoying a ride through the hills of Camp Tuscazoar. 
A great time was had by all! 

 

 

 
 

 The Helmuth family at the NOMBS race  

Riders who competed in all three events 
earned a Tuscazoar Triple Crown Belt 
Buckle! 

 Thirty-seven (37) racers earned their Triple Crown Belt Buckle. 

It truly takes a 
village and 
months of hard 
work by 
dedicated 
volunteers to  
pull off events 
like these. Trails 
don’t build and 
maintain  
themselves and we have a great crew! 
Thank you to everyone who has lent a 
hand and those who continue to keep 
Tuscazoar Trails dialed in. Want to get 
involved? Send us an email at 
Secretary@tuscazoar.org and we’ll 
connect you! No time to volunteer, but 
want to donate? Go to https:// 
givebutter.com/tuscazoarmtbtrailfund 
or use your phone’s camera to scan the 
QR code above. 
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Coming Events: 
Aug 31 Brimstone Tuscazoar 

Sept 7, 8 Pig Roast 

Oct 19 Weather MB Workshop 

Jan 25-27 Gold Rush Competition 

 

How can we 
stay in touch? 

With postage costs rising, we continue 
to update our mailing lists for those 
individuals and groups who receive copies 
of the Breeze. 

You can view the Breeze on our 
website. We publish links to the current 
and prior editions at 
http://tuscazoar.org/news/.  If you would 
prefer to read the online edition and 
discontinue copies by mail, just send an 
email to info@tuscazor.org with your 
name and email address. We’ll add you to 
our email list and let you know when the 
latest edition is posted. 

Camp hosted inaugural 
Veterans Weekend Aug. 2-4 

Camp Tuscazoar held its inaugural Veterans Weekend 2-4 
August 2024.  Veterans from all branches and several Ohio counties 
were invited and came to hike, bike ride, horseback ride, camp and 
fellowship with other veterans. The day started with a hearty 
pancake breakfast and traditional flag raising and ended with a 
great steak dinner, campfire program, and flag retirement ceremony. 

Several Veterans Service Organizations and outreach programs 
participated in the event bringing our warriors much needed support 
and connected them to resources may need now or in the future.  
The event was put on at no cost to our veterans or their families. 

We would like to thank our volunteers, Veterans Service 
Organizations, and outreach programs for assisting with this event. 
A special thank you to the generosity of our sponsors. Without your 
financial support, we could not have put on this great event. 

We hope that this year's event is the first of many and look 
forward to seeing you all next year. 

If you want to donate to next year's event or want to serve on the 
planning committee, please contact Chris Altman at 330.410.4625 
or pscaltman@yahoo.com. 

 


