
Fees to rise in 2024 
The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation is 

proud of the improvements and upgrades 
that we have completed over the past few 
years. We are working on more updates 
and recently purchased new lights for 
Kimble Hall. We have also contracted to 
have the Kimble Hall floor redone to make 
it safer for visitors. Funding for such 
projects comes from camping fees, CTF 
memberships, fundraisers and grants. We 
now find it necessary to raise our camping 
fees to help cover the ongoing increases in 
utilities, insurance, supplies, building 
materials and other maintenance costs. 
Beginning January 1, 2024, a small 
increase will be implemented. More details 
will follow, but we wanted to give you some 
notice of what we felt is needed to keep us 
improving this special place. We 
appreciate your support and hope you will 
continue to camp with us, attend our 
fundraisers and even help us out on our 
workdays. See you at Tuscazoar! 
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Annual Pig Roast fundraiser 
set for Sept. 9 and 10 

The annual Camp Tuscazoar Pig Roast Fundraiser will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 9 and Sunday, Sept. 10 and will once again feature 
our signature meal of roast pork, BBQ chicken, parsley potatoes, 
corn, rolls and butter, applesauce, beverages, and assorted desserts 
(including pig cookies). While enjoying a delicious meal, you can 
greet old and new friends and reminisce about fond camp memories. 

Camp songs will play throughout the woods all weekend. You will 
also have an opportunity to purchase items from our Trading Post 
including our new hiking medallion and stock up on Tuscazoar Maple 
Syrup to help get you through those long winter months. Finally, 
while at camp, be sure to stop by the museum.  

Hours are 3 to 6 p.m. on Saturday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. Because rising food prices are impacting this event, the 
presale price will be $20 for adults and $10 for children. Door sale 
price is $25 for adults and $15 for kids. Tickets will be mailed to our 
members again this year. So, if you join the Camp Tuscazoar 
Foundation, tickets and a camp calendar will appear in the mail. If 
you prefer, you can pay for your tickets online and eliminate mailing 
a check. Just head to https://givebutter.com/pigroast for more 
information. You can also order tickets by emailing us at 
info@tuscazoar.org or by calling the camp at 330-859-2288.   

American Heritage Merit Badge 
to be offered Sept. 15-17 

The “My Scouting” website reminds us  
that every Scout swears to an oath of  
duty to our country.  A better  
understanding of American heritage,  
and the ways in which the past has  
led to our present nation, is key to  
truly knowing what it means to be an  
American. Heritage can refer to the  
transmission of beliefs and values from  
the past to the present. We can all be  
proud of the aspirational beliefs and values  
set forth in our nation’s founding documents  
as we seek to fulfill that heritage. 

Camp Tuscazoar and Zoar Village have partnered to create the 
opportunity for scouts to earn American Heritage Merit Badge 
during Zoar’s Civil War Reenactment weekend. The requirements 
explore our heritage, and the focus on this historical period will 
show the best of our heritage when we seek to uphold our national 
commitments, and how demanding that effort can be. 

Sessions begin Friday night. Saturday will be filled with classes 
and activities in camp and at Zoar, including battle reenactments 
and demonstrations. Scouts will talk with “Abraham Lincoln” and 
others knowledgeable about that era. Saturday culminates in the 
live presentation of The Andersonville Trial by The Courthouse  

 See “American Heritage MB”…..Page 3 
  



Tuscazoar events, programs and activities 
For reservations or additional information, contact Camp Tuscazoar at 330-859-2288 

 

Dover Dam Weekend 2023 - 
an exploration worth having 

Camp Tuscazoar's annual Dover Dam Weekend once again 
provided attendees with a great experience, from watching the 
movie “Hidden Figures” and learning from a NASA instructor, to 
building their own version of a space station, enjoying Tang and 
rocket dogs, launching rockets and touring Dover Dam.  

Saturday, May 6 started with Frank J. Ritzert, NASA Engineer, 
sharing firsthand experiences working on and leading NASA 
projects, with each anecdote revealing behind the scenes space 
science. His “show & tell” items were out of this world.  

Scouts got more hands-on at their next two sessions. Professor 
Claudia Barr of Stark State College (and proud Eagle parent) had 
the scouts thinking about multiple space issues. Then the scouts 
broke into working groups to create their own model inhabited 
bases. Meanwhile, Daniel Vaughn, math and physics teacher at 
Walsh Jesuit High School, helped scouts grasp laws of physics that 
are hard enough to learn in school, let alone on a Saturday. 

Scouts spent part of the afternoon at the Rocket Field (aka The 
Preserve trailhead area), where under the guidance of Robert 
Boltz, retired science teacher, each scout launched their own 
rocket twice. He shared his years of classroom knowledge, as well 
as experience gained at an Estes Rocket company conference. 
The launches of his very big and very small rockets delighted the 
scouts. He relied on helpers who collaborated with the scouts on 
rocket maintenance and proper launch procedures. A big shout out 
to Eric Hudnell, who served double duty as merit badge counselor 
and who also showed his rocket expertise in performing critical 
repair work on rockets that were not launch-ready. 

The staff from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers once again 
added a live tour of the dam after the pandemic prevented that for 
the last few years. The extensive list of the Camp’s volunteers who 
remain the unsung heart and soul of these events is too long to 
include, but they all deserve our gratitude.  

 

Scouts learn more about successfully launching rockets before 
their own launch attempts during Dover Dam Weekend in May.   

Signs, Signals & 
Codes MB returns 

On October 21, Camp Tuscazoar will 
host a workshop to help Scouts earn Signs, 
Signals and Codes Merit Badge. The merit 
badge covers several nonverbal ways we 
communicate, such as emergency signaling, 
Morse code, American Sign Language, 
braille, trail signs, sports officiating hand 
signals, traffic signs, secret codes and more. 

Many of the same people who brought the 
Radio Merit Badge to camp in 2022 will be 
back to help with SS&C. The day will be 
structured as it was for Radio Merit Badge. 
Some groups will observe a guided 
presentation in Hoover Lodge while other 
groups will demonstrate their mastery of 
requirements in an outdoor setting. Groups 
will rotate on a schedule. The event begins 
at 9 a.m. Saturday and will end by 4 p.m. 
with a one-hour midday break. 

The weekend coincides with the 
Jamboree On The Air (JOTA) weekend.  
Our instructors will have amateur radio 
stations set up to assist with requirement 3A. 
Some requirements can't be done in a 
classroom (What did you expect? This is 
Scouting!). For example: use trail signs and 
markers to create a one- 
mile trail for fellow Scouts 
to follow. Also, these 
requirements must 
be completed prior: 

 5A & 5B (One  
Scout does 5B, the  
next Scout uses that 
work to accomplish  
5A. Then they switch roles and repeat) 

 7 (Moderately difficult. Best done during 
a campout or one-day outing) 

 9 Partial - Only the part where you 
"Design your own symbol". 

You can download the MB worksheet from 
http://usscouts.org/ to better understand the 
requirements. We ask adult leaders to assist 
the counselors in checking blue cards. Final 
"completed or partial" determination will be 
made by SS&C counselors.  Watch for 
further updates at http://tuscazoar.org/ 
events/signsmb/. 
 



Camp acquires property near 
the Zoarville Station Bridge 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation has purchased a 31.3 acre 
tract formerly owned by a long-time camp friend and benefactor, 
the late Charles Lebold. Charlie, who donated the Zoarville Station 
Bridge (ZSB) and access to it to the Foundation many years ago, 
passed away in 2020 at age 82. 

This purchase was made possible through the cooperation and 
kindness of Charlie’s family, in particular his surviving sister Rachel 
Mutti. The total property owned and leased by the Foundation now 
totals 852.5 acres. 

The map below shows the location of the newly added property, 
which sits along State Route 800 and includes the Zoarville Station 
Bridge (ZSB) site. 

This purchase is a natural extension of the land already owned 
by the Camp Tuscazoar Foundation in the area and will be 
administered as a part of the camp. This tract hosts the Ohio & Erie 
Canal Towpath Trail, and we will continue to support the 
development of this trail by the county and the Ohio & Erie 
Canalway Coalition. 

The tract also contains the site of the Zoarville Station on the 
original line of the Cleveland & Pittsburgh Railroad, where for many 
years Boy Scouts attending Camp Tuscazoar would get off the 
train and hike up the hill to the camp entrance. The station was 
demolished in the mid-1930s when Dover Dam was constructed, 
and the railroad was relocated. Now we not only own the ZSB, we 
also own the site of the Zoarville Station itself! 

American Heritage 
MB to be offered 
…from Page 1 

Players, a thought-provoking trial 
drama with the chance for a discussion 
with the actors. Weekend admission 
also means those with time on Sunday 
can return to Zoar for more of their 
reenactment activities. 

Scout groups and individual scouts 
can register by completing the pre-
registration form for program (see link 
below). A $30 fee for all attending, both 
scouts and adults, covers all activities, 
admission to the Civil War 
Reenactments, Saturday breakfast and 
dinner, and the commemorative patch, 
handed out by a Civil War reenactor 
representing the honored heritage of 
our country at a special awards 
ceremony.  

The deadline for pre-registration is 
September 1. You can find more info at 
http://tuscazoar.org/events/ 
amheritage/. 



New camp hiking 
medallions arrive  

Our shipment of new Camp Tuscazoar 
hiking medallions has arrived!  For only $6, 
you can add another Camp Tuscazoar 
medallion to your hiking stick. For now, they 
are available at the camp's W.C. Moorhead 
Museum on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. We should soon have an online 
ordering option available, and we'll let you 
know when it's up and running. 

Also, we have a new batch of dark brown 
"Go Take a Hike" T-shirts ranging from 
small to 2XL now available in the W.C. 
Moorhead Museum. Stop by on Saturdays 
or order by mail for $10 each plus $6 for 
shipping. This is a limited supply, so get 
yours soon.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And, as a reminder, we have more new 
Camp Tuscazoar merchandise available for 
sale. We now offer new shirts and hats that 
feature our beloved “Icky”. These T-shirts 
come in a gray soft 100% cotton as well as 
an exciting red Dri-fit activity shirt that 
depicts Icky on various adventures 
throughout camp. Our new “trucker style” 
hats depict our mascot in his traditional 
pose atop Pioneer Point watching out over 
our campers.  Finally, our exclusive “Life 
Member Polo” features a new logo on a 
black “Dri-Fit” polo style shirt. These are 
only available to our Life Members. 

Recycling pays dividends 
at Maple Days fundraiser 

Thank you to Rural Action who helped organized our recycling 
event and recruited volunteers for our spring Maple Days fundraiser 
in March. And another huge "thank you" to the many volunteers 
who helped make Maple days a success.  Nearly 1,000 hungry 
guests enjoyed our warm pancakes and CTF maple syrup. Kimble 
Recycling donated the roll-off container and the recycling boxes 
and liners.  

We had a wonderful turnout that weekend and we were busy at 
the recycling stations. Items were sorted into these categories: 
recyclables, compostables, and foodscraps and trash.  

After the breakfast on Sunday, our group of volunteers sorted the 
bags again and weighed them. We were able to divert a lot of trash 
from the landfill.  

Rural Action created a report to show how our efforts paid off. 
One thing we noted was the amount of food that was wasted. The 
meal was wonderful. However, we may cut down on portion size on 
pancakes as we allow second servings on them anyway. 

 We are looking for scout troops to participate in the recycling 
event at the Pig Roast to make it part of their scouting activities. 
We will also have educational pamphlets on hand to educate  
the public on the  
importance of  
recycling. 

Recycling at 
home or at an event 
takes time and 
effort. We are proud 
of our efforts at 
camp to be good 
stewards of our land 
and resources.  

If you are 
interested in 
participating in our 
next recycling event 
at the Pig Roast in 
September, please 
contact camp.  

Annual meeting set for Oct. 1 
The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation’s Annual Meeting will be held 

October 1 at the camp. We will elect four members to our Board of 
Directors. If you would like to help us shape the future of Camp 
Tuscazoar, enjoy seeing campfires burning in the hills, and hearing 
the happy voices of our campers, please email a short resume to  
info@tuscazoar.org. The requirements are simple: that you have 
been a member for at least one year and have a real desire to help 
us “keep the spirit burning”. The board meets once a month, and 
we also volunteer for several events sponsored by the camp.  
Please consider lending a hand!  The annual meeting begins at  
1 p.m. and will be held in the Hoover Lodge Amphitheater, weather 
permitting. 

 



Pioneer Point gets a facelift 
By Seth Arkow 

Growing up in Troop 7 in Canton offered many opportunities. 
Winters were filled with merit badges, campouts at Dan Beard 
Lodge, and Klondike Derbies. Summers promised hikes, trips 
around the county to various places like the McKinley Museum, 
the Post Office or the Canton Repository. But the highlight of the 
year was always a week at Tuscazoar at Pueblo Campsite. Our 
Troop would roll in, Pipestone wood in hand. We were ushered to 
our favorite campsite, losing a lot of gear along the way (various 
socks, sleeping bags, and underwear (remember- we didn’t have 
the luxury of a trailer in our site or several trucks to haul it in), and 
then a COLD dip in the famous pool (with a temperature that 
never seemed to eclipse 34 degrees) for swim check.   

The week would proceed as usual, culminating in the Pipestone 
honors ceremony. I received 4 at Tuscazoar and my 5th at Seven 
Ranges. As we awoke on Saturday, fresh from an hour or two of 
sleep but excited to show off our new Pipestones, we went to 
breakfast, then broke camp and went home. This brought another 
highlight. Every year my mom would remind me to, “look up there, 
Seth” as we traversed State Route 800 and I could see the bright 
white rocks that spelled “Camp Tuscazoar” on the hillside just 
below Pioneer Point. How my heart would swell with pride! I would 
think of my week’s accomplishments - earning 2 or 3 merit 
badges, the fun of listening to the camp staff do silly skits and 
songs, the joy of Brian Linder’s bugle calls at flag ceremonies and 
watching Bugling Merit Badge students attempt to mimic his calls 
and, of course, the joy of Dave Wagner’s antics all week. In my 
pocket, I would feel the new stone I had earned. It was never just 
given. Those white rocks at Pioneer Point meant the world to me 
as a symbol of accomplishment and fun. 

Over the years, the vegetation on the hillside has grown. The 
grass has overtaken the rocks. The trees below have grown to the 
point where the empty spot on the hill is barely visible, and the 
white paint on the rocks has faded and chipped. Like the 
Hollywood sign in California that announces with pride its famous 
city, our big “sign” of pride has faded. 

On Independence Day a small group of camp enthusiasts 
began to revitalize this symbol of our camp. In the blazing 80+ 
degree heat we battled poison ivy, tall grass and several hundred 
feet of trees that just didn’t exist in the 1980’s. We cut back about 
150 feet of trees and woods, weed whacked the grasses, and 
cleared out the area where the rocks lie. After we finished, we 
broke for dinner in the Dining Hall and celebrated our nation’s 
independence with hot dogs and hamburgers. It was really a great 
day (although my arms are still itchy!). 

Even though we got a great start on the project, we aren’t done 
yet. The tree line needs to be lowered more to allow for the view 
to exist from street level. The grass will need to be cut again, and 
most importantly the rocks need to be painted. 

If you or a group you are a member of would like to assist in 
this project the camp will make available to you chain saws, weed 
whackers, paint and brushes, and any other tools necessary to 
complete this important job. The Board has authorized an 
incentive of a free camping weekend if you or your group would 
like to help.  Please contact me at seth@arkow.com or call or text 
me at (330) 704-6555 and we can make arrangements.  Let’s 
keep the spirit burning at Camp Tuscazoar! 

 

Latest news on our 
Maintenance Bldg. 

As we announced in our last issue, our 
focus has turned to our Maintenance 
Building. This facility was originally 
constructed in 1979, when Camp 
Tuscazoar began seeing increased use 
following the closure of Camp Buckeye 
and is now in need of a new roof and 
garage doors. Also, we are blessed to 
have a new tractor, two mowers and 
several other pieces of equipment that 
need a safe storage place.  

We have been seeking grants and 
donations to help with this project. Grant 
monies have already been received from 
VFW Post #1445 and Post #9520 and we 
are very grateful for their support.  

We are pleased to announce two recent 
contributions to this effort. Beaver 
Excavating has pledged to replace one of 
the garage doors and the Marsh 
Foundation has approved a grant to help 
support the roof replacement. We are 
thankful for these contributions.   

We are in the process of submitting 
additional grant requests for the balance of 
the funding needed to make the roof 
repairs. We are also seeking funds for the 
other two garage doors that need to be 
replaced. If you would like to help, please 
contact us for additional information. 

Volunteers pause for a photo after a hard 
day’s work clearing Pioneer Point on July 4.  



Eagle projects 
enhance facilities 

Two recently completed Eagle projects 
have helped improve the facilities that 
Camp Tuscazoar offers to camp visitors 
and weekend campers. 

Phillip Levengood of Troop 84 in New 
Philadelphia re-sided the comfort station 
located in Hoover Field. 

Micah Lockhart of Troop 250 in North 
Industry built picnic tables for the pavilion 
in Blackfoot campsite. 

We thank these two Eagle candidates 
for choosing Camp Tuscazoar for their 
projects and wish them well on their trail 
to the Eagle Scout rank. 

Camp Tuscazoar has a number of 
potential projects for Eagle candidates. If 
you, or someone in your troop, is looking 
for possible projects, please contact the 
camp at info@tuscazoar.org. 

The comfort station in Hoover Field sports 
new siding thanks to Phillip Levengood’s 
Eagle project.  

Advertisers needed for 2024 
camp events calendar 

Work has begun on the 2024 Camp Tuscazoar Calendar of 
Events.  We mail this calendar to all members and keep a supply 
on hand to give to new members and camp visitors. We are 
seeking advertisers to support this project. If you know a company 
that might be interested in purchasing an ad, please let us know 
and we will send information to them. Also, if your group has an 
event scheduled in 2024 at Camp Tuscazoar, why not put it on our 
calendar?  If you don’t currently receive the calendar, become a 
member and it will arrive in your mailbox. Talk about easy!  You 
can join online at https://givebutter.com/CampTuscazoar. 

 

Icky's Point of Interest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cannon and Flagpole 

Camp Tuscazoar’s terraced cannon and flagpole areas 
are the result of several scout good turn projects and 
Eagle projects. From 1927 to 1986, the McKinley Cannon 
provided a deafening report for evening retreat 
ceremonies.  That cannon, which once heralded speeches 
by presidential candidate William McKinley, was 
reportedly removed from the Dueber-Hampden Watch 
Company in Canton and brought to Camp Tuscazoar by 
George Deaver. A company employee had heard about 
the pending sale of the factory to the Soviet Union and 
had known of Mr. Deaver’s desire to have a cannon for 
the new camp. The McKinley Cannon now resides at 
Seven Ranges Scout Reservation. The current camp 
cannon was donated in 2011 by Troop 90 and was 
refurbished by Pat Matheny and other volunteers in 
2022. The flagpole was donated in 1988 through the 
generosity of American Legion Post #44, Bill Hannon 
and Union Metal Corp. 

Micah Lockhart built four new picnic 
tables at Blackfoot campsite for his Eagle 
project.  



Volunteer Spotlight 

Volunteers assist with River 
Sweep and other projects 

Rainy weather did not keep our scouts and volunteers from 
participating in our second annual River Sweep event on May 20. 
Rural Action event coordinator Rebeka Marquart, and Matt 
Majkszak from Athens Ohio Rural Action Watershed program, 
organized the volunteers and provided materials needed to safely 
handle trash removal. The crew removed 142 pounds of trash and 
223 pounds of Garlic Mustard, which is a highly invasive species, 
around our trails along the river. Nancy Schoenbaum and her 
cooks provided Trash Can Stew plus giant cookie slices and lots of 
ice cream! Sean Harris provided transportation to and from the 
river trail and he hauled the trash bags back to camp. Thank you 
to everyone who made this a very successful event! 

Several freshman and sophomores from Tusky Valley High 
School spent an April morning helping us prepare for the spring 
camping season. They raked and cleaned up several campsites. 
One group even found a long-lost set of steps. A big “thank you” to 
the school, the students and their teachers for their help! 

Our faithful volunteer Tony Miller and his Friday work crew have 
been working on various projects around camp. Their latest big 
project was installing new lighting in Kimble Hall. Many thanks to 
Fenton Bros. Electric for their help in getting this project done. 

Work has begun on installing the totem pole that the scouts 
have painted and sealed over the past two years. We hope to 
have it on display in front of the stockade by the Pig Roast. 

The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District has donated 
gently used picnic tables to Camp Tuscazoar. A big “thank you” to 
the great volunteers who loaded and delivered them all over camp. 
We still have some more to deliver and will continue until the job is 
complete. 

Thanks again to all who donated time and effort to these and 
other camp projects. If your group is interested in free camping in 
exchange for a service project, please contact the camp.  

 
 

Camp news recap 
Can’t wait for more of our delicious maple 

syrup?  Visit us at a local Farmers Markets 
this summer. We will have a display at the 
Tuscarawas Valley Farmers Market on 
Wednesday afternoons. And, once again, 
we will have a display at the Jackson 
Township Farmers Market at the Jackson 
North Park on Thursday afternoons. Stop 
by even if you don’t need syrup. It’s fun to 
meet and greet friends. 

The Camp Tuscazoar Foundation would 
like to acknowledge all the gifts we have 
received through Facebook.  We are very 
grateful for these donations which are being 
placed in our Endowment Fund.  Sadly, we 
are not able to thank the individuals making 
these donations as they come to us listed 
as “anonymous” and we have no way to get 
the names of the donors. Please accept this 
blanket “thank you” if you supported our 
camp with a donation. 

With more and more visitors coming to 
our camp, we would love to show off the 
W.C. Moorhead Museum, answer 
questions, give directions and just talk with 
whomever shows up.  We need several 
volunteers willing to give us a few hours on 
a Saturday or Sunday morning to get this 
program up and running.  If you can assist, 
please email us at info@tuscazoar.org or 
call 330-859-2288. 

 

 

 

 Volunteers display the trash and invasive plants they pulled 
from alongside the Tuscarawas River during the River Sweep on 
May 20.   

A huge thank you to the Muskingum 
Watershed Conservancy District for their 
donation of gently used picnic tables to 
Camp Tuscazoar. And a big thank you to 
our volunteers who loaded and delivered 
them to locations around camp. 
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Coming Events: 
Sept 9, 10 Pig Roast 

Sept 15-16 American Heritage Weekend 

Oct 7-8 NICA MTB Race 

Oct 20-22 Signs, Signals and Codes  
Merit Badge Weekend 

Jan 26-28 Gold Rush Competition 

 

How can we best 
stay in touch? 

With postage costs rising, we are 
working to update our mailing list for those 
individuals and groups who receive copies 
of the Breeze and our Calendar of Events. 
You can now view the Breeze on our 
website. We publish links to the latest 
edition and to prior editions at 
http://tuscazoar.org/news/.  If you would 
prefer to read the online edition and 
discontinue copies by mail, just send an 
email to info@tuscazor.org with your 
name and email address. We’ll add you to 
our email list and let you know when the 
latest edition is posted. 

Kimble Hall updates under 
way; new A/V system needed 

Renovations are under way in the Kimble Dining Hall this 
summer.  New lighting is being installed and the back portion of 
the floor that has been cracked for years will be replaced thanks 
to a generous grant from the Doris and Floyd Kimble Foundation. 

As our camp grows more popular with the community and our 
usage increases, we encounter new needs. One of those needs 
is a new audio/visual system that would allow groups to show 
movies, play music, and project their voices in the dining hall. 
The speaker system that we once had pre-dates the beginning of 
the Camp Tuscazoar Foundation and is no longer available for 
use. As such, the camp is looking to its members for either 
donations or equipment for this purpose. The pieces of the 
system would be as follows: 

1. Receiver 

2. Projector (at least 3500 lumens)  

3. HDMI Switch  

4. Drop Down Projector Screen – 120”  

5. DVD/Blu Ray/CD Player 

6. AV Cart 

7. Speaker Cable  

8. Firestick 

9. Wireless Transmitter 

If you or someone you know has a connection with the 
purchase of this equipment or if you would like to donate 
something, we would love to have it.  Please, we are not 
interested in equipment from the last millennium or broken 
equipment that you are just trying to get rid of. But if you would 
like to make a donation (monetary or equipment) please email 
Seth Arkow at seth@arkow.com. 


